
The Year in Review 
A Message from Society President Wallace D. Riley

Winter 2013

 Society Update 
The Official Publication of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society

places—and had to be painstakingly pieced back to-
gether. It took an entire year, and upon its completion, 
was re-dedicated to the Court in a special session held 
on October 6, 1998. 

Former Justice Tom Brennan in his remarks to 
the Court on that date, eloquently pointed out, “This 
is an occasion, if it may please the Court to indulge 
me, when men and women of sensibility to historic 
perspective will find themselves contemplating the 
threads of human existence that connect this sitting 
Court to the man's whose likeness has been renewed 
and returned.” And in pure circular fashion, to this 
I would today add, the man sitting as Chief Justice 
of the Court at that time was Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 
whose portrait we most recently dedicated on April 
25, 2012. 

The Society has done much more than just this, 
however, although the portraits are perhaps one of the 
most visible symbols of the lives of these great histor-
ic leaders. Just a few of the projects in which we have 
been involved over the past 25 years have included the 
publication of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical 
Reference Guide which profiles the first 100 justices 
on the court, the Verdict of History: The History of 
Michigan Jurisprudence Through Its Significant Su-
preme Court Cases, and the oral history interviews—
the stories of the justices in their own words and in 
their own voices.

None of this could have been achieved without the 
support of the Michigan Supreme Court, in its many 
different compositions over the past 25 years. We are 
continually grateful for their support. Additionally, we 
would be lost without the time and dedication of our 
incredible Board of Directors who provide the direc-
tion for our continued efforts. These men and women 
are truly the best of the best. And, finally you—our 
loyal members. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the 
Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society. 
In 1988 Chief Justice Dorothy Comstock Riley 

realized the importance of creating an organization to 
preserve the history of the Court, and so she founded 
the Society. Our three-fold mission to collect, pre-
serve, and display documents, records, and memora-
bilia relating to the Michigan Supreme Court and the 
other Courts of Michigan, promote the study of Michi-
gan’s courts, and seek to increase public awareness of 
Michigan’s legal heritage has directed our efforts ever 
since.

Our work over the past twelve months has been 
both a continuation of that mission and a preparation 
for this special anniversary.

In the past 25 years, we have become the primary 
conservators of the historic collection of justices’ 
portraits. Over the years we have steadily added to this 
collection as justices have gone off the Court and had 
their portraits dedicated in special session, as portraits 
have been posthumously commissioned and painted, 
and as we have worked with professionals to restore, 
maintain, and protect these irreplaceable treasures. 

In the beginning days of the Society, our job was 
quite simple and yet also quite a mammoth undertak-
ing. We first had to find the portraits! Some of these 
portraits or their framings had been seriously damaged 
for lack of a proper plan for care and a place to hang 
them. With the direction of the Court, the Society 
went on to catalog and photograph all of the portraits 
and they are now registered with the Library of Con-
gress. 

Just one example of the task set for us was the por-
trait of Justice Nathaniel Bacon (MSC 1855–1857). 
His portrait was found during an inventory of the 
portraits that we continue to conduct annually. The 
canvas had been badly damaged—shredded in a dozen 

Thank you for 25 wonderful years! 
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Executive Director's Report
Carrie Pickett 
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The Society celebrates its silver anniversary this year! 
Whether you have been a member since our beginning 
in 1988, joined yesterday, or something in between, 
this year is for you! We have so many things planned 
to make this one of our best years ever!

First up is the re-design of our website. It was last 
tinkered with in 2007, back when Twitter only got 
about 60,000 tweets per day (that number is now well 
over 200 million). To ensure that visitors to our site 
stick around to discover all that we have to offer, we 
commissioned the talented website designer John 
Clifford Taylor. He and his team have been working 
hard to create a site that engages both our members 
and new users. One of the new features we will be 
unveiling when the site goes live is a blog section to 
facilitate both more frequent communication with our 
members, and through the comments section, to hear 
back from you.

We are also quite pleased to announce that we have 
contracted with attorney and author David Charda-
voyne to update the biographies of the justices. Be-
yond performing additional research into the lives and 
careers of the justices, Chardavoyne is also standardiz-
ing all of the biographies, which will make the job of 

future researchers much easier. We anticipate being 
able to use the biographies for a re-publication of the 
Michigan Supreme Court Historical Reference Guide 
later this year. 

Our Annual Luncheon will be held on Thursday, 
May 2nd this year, and we are planning a very spe-
cial guest for the vignette. Be sure to mark the date 
on your calendars now, and watch for your invitation 
later this spring. You won’t want to miss it! 

As we celebrate our 25th anniversary I would like 
to pay special tribute to the three previous executive 
directors: Ellen Brennan Campbell, Jill Wright, and 
Angela Bergman. Each of these women helped craft 
the Society into what it is today, I am honored to 
carry on that legacy. 

I would also like to point out that the member-
ship roster in this issue represents much more than 
a list of names to me. Instead, you are the faces at 
our events, the voices calling on the phone, and the 
handwriting on the checks that make our organiza-
tion operational. Thanks so much to each one of you 
for your support! I am excited to see what we can do 
together in the next 25 years!

2013 Society Member Contribution Form
 Please use this form to renew your annual membership or make an additional financial contribution. 

 Name__________________________________________

 Address________________________________________

 City___________________ State________ ZIP________

 Phone_________________ Email___________________

   Individual membership $100.00 
   Advocates Guild membership $150.00
   Corporate/Law Firm membership $1,000.00

  Please detach this form and mail to: Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W.
  Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48915. 

TOTAL PAYMENT $ _____

Check Enclosed [   ]    Credit Card [   ]    
Circle one:  Visa   MasterCard   American Express

Name on card _______________________________

Account Number_____________________________

Exp. Date__________ CVV Code________

Signature ___________________________________

New Look. Same Address! 
www.micourthistory.org
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Investiture of Justice Bridget Mary McCormack

It is difficult to express just how honored I am.  
And how fortunate and grateful I feel today.
I am so thankful for the support you all have 

shown me—my family, my friends, and the many new 
and lasting friends I have made along the way. 
I am grateful for your moral support, your hard work, 
and most of all for the confidence you have placed 
in me. I will do everything I can not to let you down:  
I will serve the taxpayers of our State by doing my 
work quickly and efficiently. I will serve the litigants 
before this Court by considering their arguments 
slowly and carefully.   

Quite honestly, I never dreamed of being a judge, 
let alone a justice on our State’s highest court.  And 
I never aspired to it either. For years, I enjoyed the 
practice of law from the other side of the bench, and 
got great professional and personal satisfaction from 
advocating for justice for my individual clients, and 
teaching law students about the power and responsi-
bility that comes with a law degree.

For I believe in the power of Law, and in the legal 
system that distinguishes our country from so many 
other places.  After all, a legal document gave birth to 
our country, written by men who understood, per-
haps more than any before or since, that fairness and 
justice require certain basic legal rules.  In my practice 
as an attorney, I always tried to ensure that the legal 
system’s rules were applied to advance the cause of 
justice.

Of course, anyone familiar with the legal system 
knows that perfect justice is not achieved in every 
case.  But what is distinct about our system is that, 
where attorneys do their jobs, and judges do theirs, 
there justice might be achieved.  This observation is 
one I emphasized for all the students I have taught 

over the years as well.
The opportunity to advance the cause of justice 

from the bench instead of the well is a true honor.  I 
fully recognize that this transition requires a different 
mindset, a fundamental mental shift on my part, from 
advocate to arbiter. For a judge must be an advocate 
not for any party to a case, but for evenhandedness—
an advocate for the Rule of Law itself. That is why 
we say that justice must be blind. Yet blind only to 
the parties before the court, not to the importance of 
the role courts play in our system of government, and 
certainly not indifferent to the consequences of our 
decisions. But we are not legislators. And the robes 
we wear do not magically turn us into wise men and 
women. We are, rather, stewards of the law, whose job 
it is to administer the law created by our citizens and 
their elected representatives neutrally.

Much can be said, and much has been written, 
about this topic and the importance of a judge’s phi-
losophy and HOW the Rule of Law should inform a 
judge’s deliberation. Far, far too little has been said, 
however, about an equally important aspect of judicial 
decision-making, and one I would like to address here.  
And that is the importance of collegiality and the role 
of COLLECTIVE decision-making.

For the volumes of commentary about judicial 
philosophy take the judge as an autonomous thinker, 
as an individual decision-maker who reasons—all by 
himself or herself—about how to apply the principles 
of law to the facts of a given case. This image of the 
judge as an autonomous decision-maker makes per-
fect sense for judges who, like most, preside in their 
courtrooms alone.

But the Michigan Supreme Court is, of course, 

What follows are the remarks of 108th Justice 
Bridget Mary McCormack upon her investiture on 
Wednesday, January 23, 2013, in a special session of 
the Michigan Supreme Court. 

Chief Justice Robert P. Young, Jr. administers the oath of office 
to 108th Justice Bridget Mary McCormack during her investiture 
ceremony. 

The new justice began by thanking those who had 
introduced her: President Wallace Riley and the 
Society as host of the event; Justice Cavanagh, Evan 
Caminker, and nJustice Mary Beth Kelly. Her family 
including brother Will; children Matt, Harry, Jack, 
and Anna; and her husband Steve Croley. And Chief 
Justice Young, Justice Zahra, and Justice Markman.
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a COLLEGIAL body. We make our decisions col-
lectively. And like other small collective bodies, the 
work-product of the Michigan Supreme Court is 
greater than the sum of the individual contributions of 
its members. Even when cases generate different opin-
ions from its members, the judgments of the Michigan 
Supreme Court are the judgments of no single justice 
acting alone, and our written opinions reflect, and 
should reflect, our collective responses to the cases 
before us. Much like juries, or corporate boards, or 
scientific review panels, when our body is working as 
it should, our decisions will reflect our collective judg-
ments.

And so I would like to emphasize my approach to 
this aspect of judicial decision-making—about my be-
liefs NOT about how I, but about how WE, approach 
our work.  

My new colleagues, my judicial philosophy in this 
regard will guide me as follows. I will always take 
your perspectives and reactions to heart. I look for-
ward to your legal insights, and to all the ways you 
will improve my own reasoning. I promise to be a 
good listener, to the litigants who appear before us, 
but no less to you as well. I will approach every case, 
and every conference with you, with an open mind. I 
will consider your legal analyses with the seriousness 
they deserve. And I will not view the written opinions 
I author as mine alone.

No doubt, there will be times we see issues differ-
ently. Of course. I am not pretending we will always 
reason our way to consensus, nor should we. What I 
AM saying is that even when inevitably we disagree, 
I will not be disagreeable. And most of all, I look for-
ward to the analytical give-and-take that sound deci-
sion-making by a high court requires. For the Framers 
ALSO understood this point. They saw fit to establish 
a multi-member Supreme Court, not a supreme court 
of one. I look forward, then, to reasoning collectively, 
to rendering the very best decisions this body as a 
body can, so that we might vindicate the confidence 
the people of Michigan have placed in all of us.
Each of you has shown me exactly this kind of col-
legiality already, in three short weeks. I thank you for 
that.

Once again, I am honored by your support. My 
deepest thanks to all of you for being here today.  I 
will always be mindful that I was elected on the non-
partisan ballot. And I will do all I can to earn your 
confidence through the work we do tomorrow.

Interviews with the Michigan Supreme Court Justices 
is a collection of oral history interviews of former 
members of the state’s highest court. Since September 
1990, the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society 
has conducted sixteen such interviews with Michi-
gan’s judicial luminaries and plans to continue to add 
to this vital and rich historical record as justices finish 
their service with the court.

In 2001, the Historical Society began a partnership 
with the Michigan State University Libraries aimed at 
bringing these priceless historical audio documents to 
the world, via the World Wide Web. All of the exist-
ing analog interview recordings have been digitized, 
along with all written transcripts, by MSU Librar-
ies' G. Robert Vincent Voice Library. All of materi-
als have also been professionally cataloged and are 
served from the Libraries' online public access catalog 
(OPAC) and via Web pages designed by MSU Librar-
ies' staff.

Since its founding in 1836, the Michigan Supreme 
Court has featured an array of colorful and astute legal 
giants who have shaped Michigan law and national 
legal scholarship and have made both history and 
headlines. In these interviews, the Justices talk about 
the inner workings of the court, their colleagues, legal 
and legislative issues and important cases they heard 
during their tenure. As in the best oral histories, the 
Justices are often candid in their comments and eager 
to set the historical record straight.

The G. Robert Vincent Voice Library of the Michi-
gan State University Libraries is one of the largest 
academic collections of spoken word recordings in 
the United States and includes over 40,000 hours of 
speeches and interviews, dating back to 1888. Voice 
Library collection policies are eclectic by design, but 
strong areas of emphasis include American and for-
eign politics and government, popular culture, sports, 
literature and the arts, old radio, labor history, Michi-
gan history, and current events and news. Items are 
cataloged at the item level and are found in the MSU 
Libraries' OPAC and at the Voice Library Web page.

www.lib.msu.edu/branches/vvl/justices/
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The Sparrows and the Michigan Supreme Court

This past October Sparrow Hospital, Lansing’s largest regional hospital system, celebrated its 100th an-
niversary. In an event entitled “Sparrow Hospital 1912-2012 Commemorating 100 Years on Michigan 
Avenue” the hospital honored Edward Wheeler Sparrow, its founder. 

The hospital began in 1896 with just eleven beds in a house on West Ottawa Street (not far from where the 
Hall of Justice is now located). Edward W. Sparrow, an Irish immigrant and successful businessman, donated 
the land on Michigan Avenue and $100,000, and the hospital was opened to the public in 1912. Sparrow died 
soon after the hospital was opened, and is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Lansing. His legacy is forever 

linked with the hospital that bears his name.

The Sparrow Connection to the Michigan Supreme Court

Sparrow experienced the tragic loss of his first wife, Helen, during child-
birth. Helen was the daughter of Michigan Supreme Court Justice Claudius 
Grant (MSC 1890–1905). In fact, the baby that survived her was named for 
both men—Edward Grant Sparrow. When the elder Sparrow wished to re-
marry, it is reported that Justice Grant accompanied him to Vassar to choose 
one of Helen’s friends to become his second wife.

But the connection to the Michigan Supreme Court goes even deeper. 
Helen Grant Sparrow’s mother Caroline was the daughter of Alpheus Felch, 
who served on the Michigan Supreme Court from 1843 until he was elected 
Governor of Michigan in 1845. 

Helen Sparrow Roosevelt, the granddaughter of Edward W. Sparrow and 
daughter of Edward Grant Sparrow, attended the 100th anniversary celebra-
tion along with her son, Robert Roosevelt. They came in from New York, 
much like Edward W. Sparrow did a century before them. Reportedly he 

slipped into town for a look at the hospital bearing his name, and was gone long before the public knew he had 
been there.”1 Unfortunately for his descendants’ travel plans, Hurricane Sandy struck while they were here in 
Michigan, and they spent a few extra days in their ancestor’s adopted homeland. 

On November 1, 2012, Helen Sparrow Roosevelt (named for the mother Edward Grant Sparrow knew for 
only moments as an infant) and her son Robert toured the Hall of Justice with Sparrow Foundation representa-
tive F.B. “Tom” Plasman and Society executive director Carrie Pickett. Ms. Pickett showed them the portrait of 
Grant, which hangs in the lobby of the court recorder’s office. 

The portrait of Mrs. Roosevelt’s great-great-grandfather Alpheus Felch was lost sometime between when it 
was dedicated to the Court on January 8, 1895—a year before his death—and when the Society was founded in 
1988. It has never been recovered. 

Thanks to the volunteer efforts of Tom Plasman and Mrs. Mary Jane Wilson of Sparrow Hospital, however, 
we are once again on the hunt for this historic treasure! Anyone with information on the missing portrait is 
asked to please call the Society at (517) 373-7589 or email cpickett@micourthistory.org.

1 Palmer, Ken. “Sparrow Hospital celebrates its 100th birthday on Michigan Ave.” Lansing State Journal 28 October 2012. 

Mrs. Helen Sparrow Roosevelt visit-
ing the portrait of her great-grandfa-
ther Justice Claudius Grant.
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2012 Membership Roster
Benefactor  
(Over $5,000)
Alan T. Ackerman, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, 1988
Patricia Hill Burnett, 2006
Avern L. Cohn, 1989
Lawrence P. Nolan, 1989
Richard D. Reed, 1989
Wallace D. Riley, 1988
Charles R. Rutherford, 1990
Karla Scherer, 1988
Clifford W. Taylor, 1989
Emmet E. Tracy, Jr., 1997
Robert P. Young, Jr., 1999
Major Sponsor  
($2,500-$4,999)
Gerard J. Andree, 2001
Dennis W. Archer, 1988
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., 1993
Hugh A. Carter, Jr., 2002
Mae E. Corrigan, 2002
Maura D. Corrigan, 1993
Dan Gemuend, 2002
George A. Googasian, 1989
Robert P. Griffin, 1988
J.C. Huizenga, 2002
John P. Jacobs, 1994
Charles L. Levin, 1988
Richard B. Poling, Jr., 2002
David J. Sparrow, 1994
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Rodger D. Young, 2002
Sponsor 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Louise Alderson, 2002
Lanie Anderson, 1995
Frederick M. Baker, Jr., 1998
Janet Callahan Barnes, 2001
Marjory Basile, 2002 
George J. Bedrosian, 1994
Robert A. Benson, 1997
Angela Bergman, 2001
Bryan M. Black, 1989
William D. Booth, 1990
Fred L. Borchard, 1995
Earl E. Borradaile, 2002
Glen V. Borre, 1989
Patricia J. Boyle, 1993
Conrad A. Bradshaw, 2002
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, Jr., 1990
Bill & Laura Brickley, 2002
Anthony C. Buesser, 1989

Frederick G. Buesser, III, 1990
John F. Burns, 2001
Alfred M. Butzbaugh, 1989
Lawrence G. Campbell, 1999
Megan K. Cavanagh, 2007
Michael F. Cavanagh, 1988
Lawrence S. Charfoos, 2001
Carole L. Chiamp, 2001
Karen Anne Chopra, 1998
David W. Christensen, 1995
William D. Cohan, 1993
John L. Coté, 1989
Thomas W. Cranmer, 1994
Martin L. Critchell, 1998
Sam Cucinella, 2001
Robert J. Danhof, 1989
Julia D. Darlow, 1989
Gregory J. DeMars, 1989
Julius Denenberg, 1989
David L. Denn, 1989
Nancy J. Diehl, 2001
Eric E. Doster, 1998
Eugene Driker, 1989
Patrick J. Duggan, 1993
Jan K. G. Dunn, 1993
Michael Ellis, 2000
Albert J. Engel, 1989
Lynn A. Feldhouse, 1995
Julie I. Fershtman, 2002
Elaine Fieldman, 1997
Gerald A. Fisher, 1994
E. Thomas Fitzgerald, 1994
Michael Gadola, 2002
Paul V. Gadola, 1993
Miles C. Gerberding, 2001
Leonard D. Givens, 1994
Ronna Stevens Gold, 1993
Deborah L. Gordon, 1996
Thomas A. Gottschalk, 1995
Frank J. Greco, 2002
Roman S. Gribbs, 1996
Carl L. Gromek, 2004
Bruce M. Groom, 1989
James G. Gross, 2006
Patrick E. Hackett, 1994
William P. Hampton, 1994
R. James Harvey, 1996
Michael M. Hathaway, 2001
Boyd A. Henderson, 1988
James T. Heos, 2010
Carl W. Herstein, 2000
Mark R. High, 1995
Joseph N. Impastato, 1993
Charles W. Joiner, 1995

Ronald D. Keefe, 2002
Frank J. Kelley, 1993
Stephen M. Kelley, 1993
Marilyn J. Kelly, 1997
Cornelia G. Kennedy, 1990
Phillip J. Kessler, 2004
Karen S. Kienbaum, 1999
Thomas G. Kienbaum, 1997
Daniel N. King, 2002
David A. King, 1997
John N. Kirkendall, 1989
D. Michael Kratchman, 1994
Robert S. Krause, 2001
John A. Krsul, Jr., 1989
Richard D. Kuhn, 2001
Helen M. Kuhnmuench,1993
Deborah Labelle, 2013
Terri Lynn Land, 1996
Denise Langford Morris, 1995
Don LeDuc, 2000

George H. Lennon, 2002
Dean S. Lewis, 1989
Lawrence B. Lindemer, 1990
Benjamin H. Logan, II, 1989
John H. Logie, 1989
Thomas L. Ludington, 1995
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 1992
Scott Mandel, 2008
Robert Maniscalco, 1996
Gerald Marcinkoski, 1996
Stephen J. Markman, 1999
Stephen A. Mazurak, 2002
Samuel E. McCargo, 1989
Bridget McCormack, 2013
Richard D. McLellan, 1995
Charles & Helen Mickens, 2011
Wendell A. Miles, 1989
Bruce A. Miller, 1994
James A. Mitchell, 1993
David Mittleman, 2013

Special  Thanks 
TO OUR 

Corporate Members
$15,000 Plus...
Dykema Gossett

$10,000-$14,999
Butzel Long 
Clark Hill

Foster Swift Collins & Smith

$1,000-$9,999 
Appellate Practice Section (SBM)
Barris Sott Denn & Driker PLLC

Dickinson Wright
Garan Lucow Miller

Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn
Jacobs & Diemer PC

Kerr Russell Weber PLC
Kienbaum Opperwall Hardy & Pelton

Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook
Miller Canfield

Tanoury Nauts McKinney & Garbarino  
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
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Emmit D. Moore, 1990
Christopher D. Morris, 1995
Eugene D. Mossner, 1990
Dennis C. Muchmore, 2002
Michael Murray, 2001
Lambro Niforos, 2003
Robert Nitschke, 2000
John R. Nussbaumer, 2007
Patrick J. O’Brien, 1993
John Corbett O’Meara, 1989
Christine D. Oldani, 1998
Roland L. Olzark, 1991
Alice McCann Osburn, 1994
Edward H. Pappas, 1994
William D. Parsley, 1997
Elizabeth M. Pezzetti, 1994
Dennis J. Pheney, 1994
David L. Porteous, 1992
Wendy L. Potts, 1994
Kenneth E. Prather, 1990
Wayne F. Pratt, 1993
Clayton E. Preisel, 1989
Richard E. Rassel, 1994
John W. Reed, 1988
Joseph Reid, 2011 
Maureen Pulte Reilly, 1993
Linda K. Rexer, 2002
Douglas D. Roche, 1994
Rosalind Rochkind, 2001
John T. Rogers, 1994
Mary Massaron Ross, 1997
Larry S. Royster, 2002
James L. Ryan, 1993
Thomas Ryan, 2001
William A. Sankbeil, 2001
John F. Schaefer, 1996
Thomas R. Schultz, 1996
Alan E. Schwartz, 1996
Michael D. Schwartz, 1989
Walter Shapero, 2002
Louis A. Smith, 1993
Webb A. Smith, 2008
George E. Snyder, 1989
Theodore St. Antoine, 2001
Jo Ann C. Stevenson, 1993
N. Otto Stockmeyer, Jr., 1989
Nathaniel W. Stroup, 1997
Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 1994
Vesta Svenson, 1989
Guy L. Sweet, 2003
Norman D. Tucker, 2013
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr., 2007
Amanda Van Dusen, 1991
Robert G. Waddell, 1994
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Michael David Warren, 1993
Elizabeth A. Weaver, 1989
Richard D. Weber, 1989

Robert B. Webster, 1993
Janet K. Welch, 2000
William C. Whitbeck, 1997
Helene N. White, 1997
Richard E. Whitmer, 1994
Bryan H. Wildenthal, 2011
J. Bryan Williams, 1989
Robert C. Williams, 1990
John M. Wright, 1988
Joan E. Young, 2002
Gilbert L. Ziegler, 1994
Eileen D. Zielesch, 2003

Annual Members 
Patron ($500-$999)
John W. Allen, 2007
Anne Argiroff, 2009
Don W. Atkins, 2004
Joseph T. Barberi, 2007
Timothy A. Baughman, 2007
Michael E. Baum, 2005
Megan Maher Brennan, 2001
Robert E. Bright, 2006
John J. Bursch, 2007
Jennifer Clark, 2009
Anita Comorski, 2007
Mark Cooney, 2007
Bruce A. Courtade, 2010
Mark H. Cousens, 2008
Robert E. Edick, 2007
John M. Engler, 2006
Elias Escobedo, 2003
Linda Garbarino, 2007
Gaëtan Gerville-Reaché, 2009
Dean M. Googasian, 2008
Michael Harrison, 2007
Jeffrey Haynes, 2007
Raymond Henney, 2006
Joseph Hickey, 2007
Donald A. Hines, 2004
Robert Kamenec, 2007
Richard Kitch, 2004
Gary Kohut, 2008
Richard Kraus, 2009
Jodi Latuszek, 2009
David McCreedy, 2007
Tom Meagher, 2008
Barbara Menear, 2004
Mayer Morganroth, 2007
Matthew T. Nelson, 2009
Mary T. Nemeth, 2006
Margaret Nichols, 2007
John P. Nicolucci, 2008
Julie McCann O’Connor, 2007
Jeffrey Paulsen, 2005
Cornelius P. Powell, 2006
Bridget Brown Powers, 2007
Frank Reynolds, 2009

Patrick L. Rose, 1995
Maureen Rudel, 2007
Daniel J. Rust, 2007
Paul Shibley, 2013
Noreen Slank, 2008
Wayne Richard Smith, 2007
Liisa R. Speaker, 2007
Jeffery V. Stuckey, 2009
Brad Thompson, 2006
Victoria A. Valentine, 2008
John F. Van Bolt, 2002
James Vlasic, 2004
Jill M. Wheaton, 2007
Michael G. Woodworth, 2007
Sustaining ($250-$499)
Charles Barbieri, 2009
Ernest Bazzana, 2007
Mark R. Bendure, 2010
Deborah Brouwer, 2010
Anthony F. Caffrey, III, 2007
Michael E. Cavanaugh, 2011
Mary Chartier, 2011
Kevin S. Ernst, 2010
Kevin Francart, 2011
Kevin P. Fularczyk, 2007
Joseph A. Garcia, 2012
Scott Goodwin, 2013
Scott Grabel, 2011
Mark Granzotto, 2009
Bernard Grysen, 2013
Frederick Headen, 2007
Matthew C. Herstein, 2008
Steve Hicks, 2010
John Kamins, 2010
Karoub Associates, 2012
Paul A. Longton, 2010
Elizabeth Welch Lykins, 2013
Patricia Maceroni, 2011
Lori McAllister, 2010
Deborah Miela, 2009
Valerie Newman, 2011
Daniel O’Neil, 2013
James Pfister, 2009
John D. Pirich, 2011
Dennis Pollard, 2011
Barry R. Powers, 2009
Jesse Reiter, 2009
George T. Sinas, 2009
Gary Supanich, 2011
Peter Tolley, 2010

Danielle Walton, 2010
Sharon Woods, 2011
Maria Zagorski, 2010
Contributing ($100-$249)
Robert M. Ackerman, 2011
Joseph Ahern, 2012
Natalie Alane, 2011
Nicholas S. Ayoub, 2012
Dennis M. Barnes, 2011
Jerry M. Beurkens, 2012
Thomas H. Blaske, 2009
Jason L. Byrne, 2012
Devin R. Day, 2012
Nancy Vayda Dembinski, 2012
Gregory Eaton, 2012
Robert Eleveld, 2013
Peter Ellsworth, 2012
Michelle Engler, 2012
John G. Fedynsky, 2011
Sharon Tevis Finch, 2012
James R. Giddings, 2011
James Graves, 2013
Kimberlee Hillock, 2012
Michael D. Homier, 2012
David B. Landry, 2012
Robert L. Levi, 2013
Jeffery Matis, 2012
Donald E. McGinnis, Jr., 2011
MI Assn of Chiropractors, 2012
David Nacht, 2013
Tom R. Pabst, 2013
Carrie Pickett, 2013
Mark Plaza, 2011
Amy J. Roemer, 2012
Thomas Rombach, 2011
Jonathan R. Sacks, 2012
Ronald M. Sangster, 2012
Elsa M. Shartsis, 2012
Paul L. Walton, 2012
Thomas I. Webb, 2011
Student
Charles Parker, II, 2010

Please note the Society has made a sincere attempt not to 
forget anyone, mispell any names, or incorrectly account 
for donations. However, to err is human. If you have a ques-
tion or notice an error, please contact the Society at (517) 
373-7589 or by email at cpickett@micourthistory.org.
Thank you for your support!

Honorarium
In honor of  

Wallace Riley 
from Linda Rexer
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Save the Date!     
 

Annual Membership  
Luncheon

Thursday, May 2, 2013
Detroit Athletic Club

The Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, col-
lects, preserves, and displays documents, records, and memorabilia relating to the Michigan 
Supreme Court and the other Courts of Michigan, promotes the study of the history of 
Michigan’s courts, and seeks to increase public awareness of Michigan’s legal heritage.  
The Society sponsors and conducts historical research,  provides speakers and educational 
materials for students, and sponsors and provides publications, portraits and memorials, 
special events, and projects consistent with its mission.

Society Update is published quarterly by the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society.  Writing sub-
missions, article ideas, news, and announcements are encouraged.  Contact the Society at: 1st Floor Hall 
of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48915  Phone: (517) 373-7589 Fax: (517) 373-7592

2012 Board of Directors
President
Wallace D. Riley

Vice President
Charles R. Rutherford 

Secretary
Carl W. Herstein, 

Treasurer
Lawrence P. Nolan

Hon. Fred L. Borchard
Hon. Patricia J. Boyle
Hon. Alfred M. Butzbaugh
Hon. Avern L. Cohn
Bruce A. Courtade
Peter H. Ellsworth
John G. Fedynsky
Hon. Michael G. Harrison
Matthew C. Herstein
John P. Jacobs
Ronald D. Keefe
Hon. Frank J. Kelley
Hon. Charles L. Levin
Hon. Denise Langford Morris
John W. Reed
Richard D. Reed
Mary Massaron Ross
Hon. James L. Ryan
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr.
Janet K. Welch

Directors Emeritus
 
Alan Ackerman
Frederick G. Buesser, Jr.*
Frederick G. Buesser, III
John S. Clark*
Maura D. Corrigan
John Robert Dethmers*
Michael Franck*
Samuel C. Gardner*
Boyd A. Henderson
Jane K. Souris*
Duane L. Tarnacki
John M. Wright*
Clifford W. Taylor
Thomas G. Kavanagh, Jr.
John E. Riecker*
D. Larkin Chenault
George E. Bushnell, Jr.*
Thomas A. McNish*

*deceased

Roger F. Lane*
Eugene Driker
John W. Fitzgerald*
David L. Porteous
R. Stuart Hoffius*
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr.
John T. Berry
Thomas E. Brennan
Bruce M. Groom
Leonard D. Givens
Lawrence G. Campbell
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr.
Wendy L. Potts
Scott S. Brinkmeyer
Christine D. Oldani
Eugene D. Mossner
Michael Murray


