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Justice Conrad Mallett, Jr., 97th justice; and Chief 
Justice Dorothy Comstock Riley, 91st justice. If we 
had a group portrait, there would be 109 justices. 

But there is Michigan legal history yet to be made. 
You will make it. With your help, we shall continue 
to record it. We are grateful to all the justices of 
the then and now for the support we have received 
over the past 25 years. Let us share great expecta-
tions... and may God Bless this Honorable Court!”

PREFACE

Twenty-five years ago, in 1988, then Chief 
Justice Dorothy Comstock Riley noticed that 

several portraits of former Michigan Supreme 
Court Justices were stacked in a crowded closet in 
the Clerk of Court’s office.

Their trash-like condition called out for “confes-
sion and avoidance.” Chief Justice Riley opted for 
“restoration” and conceived the Michigan Supreme 
Court Historical Society to take on the task. Since 
then with the Mission set forth below, the Society’s 
activities have expanded into a dozen more proj-
ects here listed.                                                     CONT. >>

From Society President Wallace Riley’s Report to the 
Michigan Supreme Court in October 2013.

“Mr. Chief Justice, Associate Justices, Society Board 
Members, Members of the Bar in attendance, ladies 
and gentlemen: It’s my great pleasure to make 
another brief appearance on behalf of the Michigan 
Supreme Court Historical Society at the Court’s 
“Opening of a new Court year”.

There is something special about any “opening” 
and unique about another year... sort of a mixed 
feeling of opportunity and hope. And it is right that 
we should covet the chance to make the most of it.

But on this appearance I would like to focus on 
the past, in fact the past 25 years. Because this year 
the Society marks its 25th year since its founding in 
1988. You have before you the Preface to our report 
which explains why and how the Society came 
about. The full report following sets forth a subject 
summary of the areas of activity that have evolved 
over the years. 

On several occasions, we have been asked what is 
the most significant accomplisment of the Society? 
The response is the Portraits (collecting, repairing, 
refurbishing, cataloging, copying, dedicating, and 
hanging) on many different walls. So after 25 years, 
we may be back to the future. But going into the 
future, portraits are important because they are the 
faces of the Court as an institution. The cases you 
decide are for the lawyers. The portraits are of real 
persons chosen by the people to administer the 
rule of law. 

Next time you are standing by the Supreme Court 
seal outside the Courtroom, take a look at Chief Jus-
tice Mennen Williams, 84th justice; Justice James 
Brickley, 92nd justice; Justice James Ryan, 89th 
justice; Justice Robert Griffin, 96th justice; Chief 

Save the date! Annual Luncheon Thursday, April 10, 2014

Winter 2014

President Riley’s annual report to the court in the old 
Supreme Court chambers of the state capitol has be-
come a tradition. Here he is shown addressing the 2002 
court.
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“The mission of the Michigan Supreme Court His-
torical Society is to collect, preserve, and display 
documents, records, and memorabilia relating to 
the Michigan Supreme Court and the other Courts of 
Michigan, promote the study of the history of Michi-
gan’s courts, and seek to increase public awareness 
of Michigan’s legal heritage.”

The Society sponsors and conducts historical re-
search, provides educational materials for students, 
and sponsors and provides publications, portraits 
and memorials, special events, and projects consis-
tent with its mission.
SPECIAL SESSIONS: Hosted or Participated In
•7 Investitures 
•19 Portrait Dedications
Other special sessions
•Close of G. Mennen Williams Courtroom
•Opening Ceremony of Hall of Justice
•300th Birthday of Detroit
•200th Anniversary of Territorial Supreme Court 
•21 Annual Luncheons
--Bringing together between 100–150 supporters of 
the Michigan Supreme Court since 1992.
--Featuring legal historical vignettes by authors 
like Paul Carrington, Paul Finkelman, David 
Chardavoyne, and John Fedynsky, as well as 
other scholars and attorneys.
--Recognizing those who have greatly affected 
Michigan’s legal history through the presenta-
tion of the Dorothy Comstock Riley Legal History 
Award. 
EDUCATION
•Sponsored the Big Four Writing and Research 
program that provided a research fellowship to 

a graduate student at Western 
Michigan University
•Exhibited our traveling exhibit 
at each state law school
•Developed two-week lesson 
plans for teachers at both the 
high school and middle school 
level
•Lesson plans for the Verdict of 
History: Top 20 Most Significant 
Cases of the Michigan Supreme 
Court
•Both sets of lesson plans were 

recipients of Michigan Humanities 
Council grants

•14 Coleman interns--and 3 Advocates Guild in-
terns 
•11  Law Student Prize winners from each of the 
state’s five law schools ($500 prize)
•Fiduciary for the Learning Center
PUBLICATIONS
•Quarterly newsletter since 1997
•Index to Special Sessions 
•Michigan Supreme Court Historical Reference 
Guide
•Verdict of History booklet (also published in 
partnership with the Michigan Bar Journal in four 
successive issues 2008–2009)
•Brief History of the Michigan Supreme Court
•Two-week lesson plans for high school and 
middle school and Verdict of History lesson plans
•Website where all of this information can be ac-
cessed at no charge, any time of the day or night
PARTNERSHIPS: contributed to
•Initiated Round Table of Judicial Historical Soci-
eties as one of the first of its kind (only two years 

1998 Board of Directors

2005 Board of Directors
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after USSC Historical Society)
•Renovation of Flint Courtroom (Genesee County 
Courthouse Square Project)
•Contributed to restoration of Judge Ross Wilkins 
portrait in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan
•Participated in Michigan Legal Milestone program 
with the State Bar of Michigan
•Collaborated with Vincent Voice Library at MSU to 
digitize and store oral history interviews
•Silver Sponsor, Michigan Women’s Historical Cen-
ter and Hall of Fame, Women Who Dared to Lead 
exhibit 
•Co-host of 2004 Law Day event commemorating 
50th anniversary of Brown v Board of Education
•Partner-host for 50th anniversary of the publica-
tion of Anatomy of a Murder
•Partner-host of book event celebrating Michigan’s 
County Courthouses
•Commissioned reproduction of Isaac Christiancy 
portrait for Senate; hosted dedication event
ARTIFACTS
•Recipient of letters, photos, and other historic 
items relating to the justices and/or the courts 
of Michigan including the ledger of Justice Allen 
Morse and the desk & chair of Leland Carr
•Coordinated with the State Archives to house 
materials related to the Court under the heading of 
“Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society”
ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS
•Recorded with 14 former justices
•Audio available through website
•Transcripts available via website
ADVOCATES GUILD
•Created in 2007

•Nearly 100 members today
•Semi-annual newsletter featuring profiles of 
great appellate advocates including former Jus-
tice Durand and D. Augustus Straker
•Telling the story of the Court from the “other 
side of the bench”
•Created Pewabic Pottery tile memorializing 
façade of Hall of Justice for members in 2010
RESEARCH
•Intern projects have included the following:
--Research and writing for the Brief History of 
the Michigan Supreme Court

--Research on the biographies of the justices for 
the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Reference 
Guide (both the current edition and the planned 
re-issue)
--Index to Special Sessions charts
--Index of Oral Histories (audio/text)
--Women in the Law project
--Bibliography project
--On and Off the Court chart
--List of all former Court Clerks and Commissioners 
with dates of service
•Other published articles have focused on:
--Justices as Governors
--Justices as Authors
--The First Decade of the Supreme Court of the Ter-
ritory of Michigan (by Chardavoyne)
--History of the Commissioners’ Office
--History of the Criers’ Office
--1986 Election
--Defeat of Bert Chandler
--Top Cases: The Verdict of History
--Judicial Selection: The history of Michigan’s elec-
tion system for the Supreme Court.
PORTRAITS
•Worked with Court Curator to identify, locate, and 
catalog the portraits
•Commissioned the portraits of justices who had 
not had a painting done during their lifetime
•Coordinated with an art restorer to overhaul the 
portrait of Nathaniel Bacon, which was in shreds, 
and re-dedicate it to the Court
•Annual inventory of portraits and on-going resto-
ration work

2009 Board of Directors

All along the way we have been led by our 
outstanding Board of Directors!
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Tribute to Patricia Boyle
94th Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court

“...but in the end I hope 
I will be remembered for 
the following: I’d like to be remembered by 
my children and my husband as a pretty good 
mom and a pretty good wife. I’d like to be 
remembered by my grandchildren ... as a little 
bit better than an average granny, and I’d like 
to be remembered by my colleagues on the 
Court as honest and guileless, even naive per-
haps. I’d like to be remembered too as smart 
and tough. And I’d like to be remembered as 
funny because I love having fun. But most of 
all, I’d like to be remembered for the real rea-
son that I came to the Court. I’d like to be re-
membered as someone who was a trial judge 
who never forgot that the criminal justice 
process must never forget about the victims 
of crime. That’s why I came to the Court to 
try to have an influence on, and I think that I 
left some footprints in the sand because of the 
opportunity you gave me toward advancing 
that objective.”

Patricia Jean Ehrhardt Pernick Boyle
March 31, 1937–January 13, 2014

Patty had three of her four sons while in law school 
at Wayne State. Not only did she manage to gradu-
ate, she was first in her class. That excellence did 
not translate into a job after graduation. The last 
of her class to be hired, she found a job clerking 
for Judge Thaddeus Machrowicz in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of Michigan 
from 1964–1965. She moved on to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office where she met her husband Terrance 
Boyle. Together they wrote Michigan’s criminal 
sexual conduct statute, which became the model 
for similar laws around the country. She worked as 
the Director of Training and Appeals in the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office from 1970–1976, 
leaving only upon her appointment to the Detroit 
Recorder’s Court. In 1978, President Carter named 
her to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan--where she got her start 14 years 
earlier as a clerk--to replace Judge Damon Keith. 
Her appointment was confirmed by the Senate on 
September 22, 1978. She had received a lifetime 
appointment at just 41 years old. But after five 
years she left for the Michigan Supreme Court, 
which she enjoyed for 15 years. She worked for 
the law firm Kienbaum Opperwall Hardy & Pelton 
after retirement and joined the Board of Directors 
of the Society in 2009, chairing the Portraits Com-
mittee. She will be greatly missed by all who knew 
her. May she rest in peace!

Excerpted from Boyle’s remarks at her portrait 
dedication on November 1, 2001.
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Writing the tribute for former Justice Patty 
Boyle who died earlier this year was a heart-
felt experience. This is true not only because 

I had known her from our Board of Directors for the 
past five years, but because of how she came to life 
in my reading of the special session transcripts. There 
is so much that cannot be conveyed in a simple biog-
raphy. For example, how brilliantly her mind worked 
or how assiduously she worked to know the law. How 
well known she was for her sense of fun and her deep 
laugh. But most strikingly to me, her love for her fam-
ily. She passed on being the next U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral under President Clinton because she would have 
missed out on the lives of her grandchildren, as just 
one example.

Justice Boyle’s portrait was dedicated on All Saints 
Day 2001. Six weeks or so after the attacks of 9/11. 
But the transcript of her portrait dedication--found in 
our Index to Special Sessions--is full of love and fun, 
like the story about her Tupperware party with Mary 
Coleman. Check it out on our website if you don’t 
know what I mean. 

As President Riley pointed out in his speech before 
the Court in October, one of the most important duties 
of the Society is the maintenance of the portrait collec-
tion. Justice Boyle called portrait dedications “great 
occasions” because “they are celebrations of the past 
that represent the completion of political life.” 

So much can be learned about life and leadership 
through reading the transcripts of the special sessions. 
Besides portrait dedications like Justice Boyle’s, the 
book contains a list of the Chief Justices of the Michi-
gan Supreme Court from 1836–2004, charts of the 
Courts by Year (1805–2004), and alphabetical indices 
of the special sessions by honoree, speaker, and date 
of event. 

The Index to Special Sessions was published ten 
years ago, in 2004. It begins with the first act of the 
newly formed Michigan Supreme Court Historical 
Society, the dedication of an historical marker outside 
the old Supreme Court courtroom in the Capitol on 
April 28, 1988. 

The book goes on to record state of the judiciary 
addresses for 1988, 1990, 1994, 1995, 1998, and 2000 

Executive Director's Report
Carrie Pickett cpickett@micourthistory.org

by five different chief justices; the portrait dedications 
of G. Mennen Williams, Talbot Smith, Thomas G. 
Kavanagh, John Fitzgerald, James Ryan, Robert Grif-
fin, Dennis Archer, Eugene Black, Dorothy Comstock 
Riley, Charles Levin, John Voelker, Patricia Boyle, 
Neil Reid, Edward Sharpe, and James Brickley. The 
investiture ceremonies of Elizabeth Weaver, Marilyn 
Kelly, Clifford Taylor, Robert P. Young, Jr., and Ste-
phen Markman; the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Hall of Justice, closing ceremony in the Law Building, 
and Hall of Justice dedication ceremony, as well as 
the Detroit Proclamation (on its 300th birthday) and 
several opening sessions. 

The Index to Special Sessions thus is both a history 
of the Court and a history of the Society. All of the in-
formation in the book--and much, much more--can be 
accessed via our website at www.micourthistory.org. 
But the book is a beautiful, hard-cover way of having 
it all together. 

We now have a select number of copies of the Index 
to Special Sessions that we want to make available 
to YOU. They can be given as a gift or presented as 
an award. Whatever you feel is the most inspirational 
way to share the legacy of our Court and its people 
with others.

There is no charge for the book, but we do ask that 
you arrange for local pick-up or shipping. Please 
contact me by email cpickett@micourthistory.org to 
figure out distribution.

Save the Date!
Annual Luncheon 

Thursday, April 10, 2014
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Membership Roster: Life Members
Benefactor  
(Over $5,000)
Alan T. Ackerman, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, 1988
Patricia Hill Burnett, 2006
Avern L. Cohn, 1989
Lawrence P. Nolan, 1989
Richard D. Reed, 1989
Wallace D. Riley, 1988
Charles R. Rutherford, 1990
Karla Scherer, 1988
Clifford W. Taylor, 1989
Emmet E. Tracy, Jr., 1997
Robert P. Young, Jr., 1999
Major Sponsor  
($2,500-$4,999)
Gerard J. Andree, 2001
Dennis W. Archer, 1988
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., 1993
Hugh A. Carter, Jr., 2002
Maura D. Corrigan, 1993
Dan Gemuend, 2002
George A. Googasian, 1989
Robert P. Griffin, 1988
J.C. Huizenga, 2002
John P. Jacobs, 1994
Charles L. Levin, 1988
Richard B. Poling, Jr., 2002
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Rodger D. Young, 2002
Sponsor 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Louise Alderson, 2002
John W. Allen, 2007
Lanie Anderson, 1995
Don W. Atkins, 2004
Frederick M. Baker, Jr., 1998
Joseph T. Barberi, 2007
Janet Callahan Barnes, 2001
Marjory Basile, 2002 
Timothy A. Baughman, 2007
Michael E. Baum, 2005
George J. Bedrosian, 1994
Robert A. Benson, 1997
Angela Bergman, 2001
Bryan M. Black, 1989
William D. Booth, 1990
Fred L. Borchard, 1995
Earl E. Borradaile, 2002
Glen V. Borre, 1989
Conrad A. Bradshaw, 2002
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley, 1988
Megan Maher Brennan, 2001
Thomas E. Brennan, Jr., 1990
Bill & Laura Brickley, 2002

Anthony C. Buesser, 1989
Frederick G. Buesser, III, 1990
John F. Burns, 2001
John J. Bursch, 2007
Alfred M. Butzbaugh, 1989
Lawrence G. Campbell, 1999
Megan K. Cavanagh, 2007
Michael F. Cavanagh, 1988
Lawrence S. Charfoos, 2001
Carole L. Chiamp, 2001
Karen Anne Chopra, 1998
David W. Christensen, 1995
William D. Cohan, 1993
Anita Comorski, 2007
Mark Cooney, 2007
John L. Coté, 1989
Bruce A. Courtade, 2010
Thomas W. Cranmer, 1994
Martin L. Critchell, 1998
Sam Cucinella, 2001
Julia D. Darlow, 1989
Gregory J. DeMars, 1989
Julius Denenberg, 1989
David L. Denn, 1989
Nancy J. Diehl, 2001
Eric E. Doster, 1998
Eugene Driker, 1989
Patrick J. Duggan, 1993
Jan K. G. Dunn, 1993
Robert E. Edick, 2007
Michael Ellis, 2000
Albert J. Engel, 1989
John M. Engler, 2006
Lynn A. Feldhouse, 1995
Julie I. Fershtman, 2002
Elaine Fieldman, 1997
Gerald A. Fisher, 1994
E. Thomas Fitzgerald, 1994
Michael Gadola, 2002
Paul V. Gadola, 1993
Linda Garbarino, 2007
Miles C. Gerberding, 2001
Leonard D. Givens, 1994
Ronna Stevens Gold, 1993
Deborah L. Gordon, 1996
Thomas A. Gottschalk, 1995
Frank J. Greco, 2002
Roman S. Gribbs, 1996
Carl L. Gromek, 2004
Bruce M. Groom, 1989
James G. Gross, 2006
Patrick E. Hackett, 1994
William P. Hampton, 1994
Michael G. Harrison, 2007
R. James Harvey, 1996
Michael M. Hathaway, 2001

Boyd A. Henderson, 1988
James T. Heos, 2010
Carl W. Herstein, 2000
Mark R. High, 1995
Donald A. Hines, 2004
Joseph N. Impastato, 1993
Ven Johnson, 2013
Charles W. Joiner, 1995
Ronald D. Keefe, 2002
Frank J. Kelley, 1993
Stephen M. Kelley, 1993
Marilyn J. Kelly, 1997
Cornelia G. Kennedy, 1990
Phillip J. Kessler, 2004
Karen S. Kienbaum, 1999
Thomas G. Kienbaum, 1997
Daniel N. King, 2002
David A. King, 1997
John N. Kirkendall, 1989
D. Michael Kratchman, 1994
Robert S. Krause, 2001
John A. Krsul, Jr., 1989
Richard D. Kuhn, 2001
Helen M. Kuhnmuench,1993
Deborah Labelle, 2013
Terri Lynn Land, 1996
Denise Langford Morris, 1995
Don LeDuc, 2000
George H. Lennon, 2002
Lawrence B. Lindemer, 1990
Benjamin H. Logan, II, 1989
John H. Logie, 1989
Thomas L. Ludington, 1995
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 1992
Scott Mandel, 2008
Robert Maniscalco, 1996
Gerald Marcinkoski, 1996
Stephen J. Markman, 1999
Stephen A. Mazurak, 2002
Samuel E. McCargo, 1989
David McCreedy, 2007
Bridget McCormack, 2013
Richard D. McLellan, 1995
Charles & Helen Mickens, 2011
Bruce A. Miller, 1994
James A. Mitchell, 1993
David Mittleman, 2013
Emmit D. Moore, 1990
Mayer Morganroth, 2007
Christopher D. Morris, 1995
Eugene D. Mossner, 1990
Dennis C. Muchmore, 2002
Michael Murray, 2001
Lambro Niforos, 2003
Robert Nitschke, 2000
John R. Nussbaumer, 2007
Patrick J. O’Brien, 1993

Julie McCann O’Connor, 2007
John Corbett O’Meara, 1989
Christine D. Oldani, 1998
Roland L. Olzark, 1991
Alice McCann Osburn, 1994
Edward H. Pappas, 1994
William D. Parsley, 1997
Jeffrey Paulsen, 2005
Elizabeth M. Pezzetti, 1994
Dennis J. Pheney, 1994
David L. Porteous, 1992
Wendy L. Potts, 1994
Bridget Brown Powers, 2007
Kenneth E. Prather, 1990
Wayne F. Pratt, 1993
Clayton E. Preisel, 1989
Richard E. Rassel, 1994
John W. Reed, 1988
Joseph Reid, 2011 
Maureen Pulte Reilly, 1993
Linda K. Rexer, 2002
Douglas D. Roche, 1994
Rosalind Rochkind, 2001
John T. Rogers, 1994
Mary Massaron Ross, 1997
Larry S. Royster, 2002
James L. Ryan, 1993
Thomas Ryan, 2001
William A. Sankbeil, 2001
John F. Schaefer, 1996
Thomas R. Schultz, 1996
Alan E. Schwartz, 1996
Michael D. Schwartz, 1989
Walter Shapero, 2002
Louis A. Smith, 1993
Wayne Richard Smith, 2007
Webb A. Smith, 2008
George E. Snyder, 1989
Liisa R. Speaker, 2007
Theodore St. Antoine, 2001
Jo Ann C. Stevenson, 1993
N. Otto Stockmeyer, Jr., 1989
Nathaniel W. Stroup, 1997
Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 1994
Vesta Svenson, 1989
Guy L. Sweet, 2003
Norman D. Tucker, 2013
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr., 2007
Victoria A. Valentine, 2008
John F. Van Bolt, 2002
Amanda Van Dusen, 1991
James Vlasic, 2004
Robert G. Waddell, 1994
Michael David Warren, 1993
Elizabeth A. Weaver, 1989
Richard D. Weber, 1989
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Robert B. Webster, 1993
Janet K. Welch, 2000
Jill M. Wheaton, 2007
William C. Whitbeck, 1997
Helene N. White, 1997
Richard E. Whitmer, 1994
Bryan H. Wildenthal, 2011
J. Bryan Williams, 1989
Robert C. Williams, 1990
Michael G. Woodworth, 2007
John M. Wright, 1988
Joan E. Young, 2002
Gilbert L. Ziegler, 1994
Eileen D. Zielesch, 2003

Annual Members 
Patron ($500-$999)
Anne Argiroff, 2009
Charles Barbieri, 2009
Henry Baskin, 2001
Ernest Bazzana, 2007
Thomas Behm, 2013
Mark R. Bendure, 2010
Robert E. Bright, 2006
Deborah Brouwer, 2010
Anthony F. Caffrey, III, 2007
Jennifer Clark, 2009
Mark H. Cousens, 2008
Elias Escobedo, 2003
Kevin P. Fularczyk, 2007
Jeffrey Gerish, 2007
Gaëtan Gerville-Reaché, 2009
Scott Goodwin, 2013
Dean M. Googasian, 2008
Scott Grabel, 2011
Mark Granzotto, 2009
Jeffrey Haynes, 2007
Raymond Henney, 2006
Matthew C. Herstein, 2008
Joseph Hickey, 2007
Robert Kamenec, 2007
Richard Kitch, 2004
Richard Kraus, 2009
Jodi Latuszek, 2009
Paul A. Longton, 2010
Lori McAllister, 2010
Donald E. McGinnis, Jr., 2011
Tom Meagher, 2008
Barbara Menear, 2004
Deborah Miela, 2009
Matthew T. Nelson, 2009
Mary T. Nemeth, 2006
Margaret Nichols, 2007
John P. Nicolucci, 2008
James Pfister, 2009
John D. Pirich, 2011
Dennis Pollard, 2011

Cornelius P. Powell, 2006
Barry R. Powers, 2009
Jesse Reiter, 2009
Frank Reynolds, 2009
Patrick L. Rose, 1995
Maureen Rudel, 2007
Daniel J. Rust, 2007
Paul Shibley, 2013
George T. Sinas, 2009
Noreen Slank, 2008
Jeffery V. Stuckey, 2009
Brad Thompson, 2006
Peter Tolley, 2010
Danielle Walton, 2010
Maria Zagorski, 2010
Sustaining ($250-$499)
Nicholas S. Ayoub, 2012
Dennis M. Barnes, 2011
Richard H. Bernstein, 2013
Jason L. Byrne, 2012
Michael E. Cavanaugh, 2011
Mary Chartier, 2011
Devin R. Day, 2012
Nancy Vayda Dembinski, 2012
Kevin S. Ernst, 2010
John G. Fedynsky, 2011
Kevin Francart, 2011
Joseph A. Garcia, 2012
Bernard Grysen, 2013
Thomas H. Hay, 2012
Steve Hicks, 2010
Kimberlee Hillock, 2012
Michael D. Homier, 2012
John Kamins, 2010
Mary Beth Kelly, 2011
David B. Landry, 2012
Elizabeth Welch Lykins, 2013
Patricia Maceroni, 2011
Jeffery Matis, 2012
Valerie Newman, 2011
Daniel O’Neil, 2013
Jonathan R. Sacks, 2012
Ronald M. Sangster, 2012
Gary Supanich, 2011
Paul L. Walton, 2012
Thomas I. Webb, 2011
Sharon Woods, 2011
Brian K. Zahra, 2013
Contributing ($100-$249)
Jody L. Aaron, 2013
Gerald H. Acker, 2013
Lawrence J. Acker, 2013
Robert M. Ackerman, 2011
Joseph Ahern, 2012
Natalie Alane, 2011
LeRoy L. Asher, Jr., 2013

Michael L. Battersby, 2013
Jane M. Beckering, 2013
Mark J. Bernstein, 2013
Jerry M. Beurkens, 2012
Michael J. Biber, 2014
Samuel Bienenstock, 2013
Geoffrey M. Brown, 2013
Michael Brown, 2013
David E. Christensen, 2013
Judith A. Curtis, 2013
Matthew G. Curtis, 2013
Alton T. Davis, 2013
Gregory Eaton, 2012
Brian D. Einhorn, 2013
Sue Ellen Eisenberg, 2013
Robert Eleveld, 2013
Peter Ellsworth, 2012
Michelle Engler, 2012
Scott D. Feringa, 2013
Geoffrey N. Fieger, 2013
Sharon Tevis Finch, 2012
Paul J. Fischer, 2013
Caryn A. Ford, 2014
Craig Forhan, 2013
Steven B. Galbraith, 2013
Barry J. Gates, 2013
James R. Giddings, 2011
Barry J. Goodman, 2013
James Graves, 2013
David M. Gubow, 2013
June S. Haas, 2013
Troy W. Haney, 2013
Alan C. Helmkamp, 2013
Barry L. Howard, 2013
Jason A. Kanter, 2013
Richard C. Kaufman, 2013
Peter M. Kellett, 2013
Robert L. Levi, 2013
Bryan H. Levy, 2013
Marc Lipton, 2013
John J. Lynch, 2013
Milton Mack, Jr., 2013
Donna M. MacKenzie, 2013
Nicole L. Mazzocco, 2013
Brian McKeen, 2013
Louis Meizlish, 2014
Jeffrey T. Meyers, 2013
Sheldon L. Miller, 2013
Wayne J. Miller, 2013
Kenneth M. Mogill, 2013
Andrew S. Muth, 2013
David Nacht, 2013
Charles Nelson, 2013
Christine C. Nolan, 2013
Dennis M. O’Bryan, 2013
Jules B. Olsman, 2013
Tom R. Pabst, 2013

Carrie Pickett, 2013
Michael L. Pitt, 2013
Mark Plaza, 2011
Jonathan L. Poer, 2014
Arnold Portner, 2013
Robert Raitt, 2013
Robert F. Riley, 2013
Robert M. Riley, 2013
Amy J. Roemer, 2012
Thomas Rombach, 2011
Larry J. Saylor, 2013
David Schock, 2013
Sherwin Schreier, 2013
Karen Seder, 2013
Robert Sedler, 2013
Douglas Shapiro, 2013
Ann M. Sherman, 2014
Robert P. Siemion, 2013
Stuart A. Sklar, 2013
Richard M. Skutt, 2013
Lisa Stadig Elliot, 2013
Robert W. Stocker, II, 2014
Martin Sturm, 2013
Judith A. Susskind, 2013
John Szczubelek, 2013
Peter A. Teholiz, 2013
Bryan J. Waldman, 2013
James J. Walsh, 2013
Richard L. Warsh, 2013
Kenneth Watkins, 2013
Thomas Waun, 2013
Student
Charles Parker, II, 2010

Please note the Society has made 
a sincere attempt not to forget 
anyone, misspell any names, or 
incorrectly account for dona-
tions. If you have a question or 
notice an error, please contact 
the Society at (517) 373-7589 
or cpickett@micourthistory.org.
Thank you for your support!
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1st Floor, Hall of Justice
925 W. Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48915

Annual Luncheon
Thursday, April 10, 2014

at the Detroit Athletic Club
invitations to mail in march 

to all current members

2014 Annual Luncheon 
with historical vignette by David A. Collins

During the Civil War, most northern states altered their 
election laws to allow absent soldiers to vote. The move was 
radical and controversial at the time. 

In 1864, Michigan enacted such a law and soldiers used it 
to vote in the 1864 elections. The ballots of absent soldiers 
were decisive for Washtenaw County Prosecutor, electing 
Daniel Twitchell, the Republican candidate. But among 
civilian votes cast at home, the Democrat Amos Blodgett 
received more votes. The county election canvassers deemed 
the soldier-voting law unconstitutional, and gave the elec-
tion to Blodgett. Twitchell contested the outcome in Court, 
eventually reaching the Michigan Supreme Court in 1865. 

The historical vignette will describe People v Blodgett, place 
it in context of the constitutional and political conflicts of 
the time, and invite reflection on the role of the judiciary in 
shaping election outcomes.


