
The Year Ahead 
President’s Report by Wallace D. Riley

Society Update 
The Official Publication of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society

In conjunction with the publication, our Annual 
Luncheon will feature a vignette by David Charda-
voyne. Please mark your calendars for Thursday, 
April 16!

The Court of Appeals marks its 50th anniversary this 
year and will be celebrating with an event at the Hall 
of Justice on Thursday, April 30. Many of the justices 
who have served on the Michigan Supreme Court first 
served on the Court of Appeals, including our founder, 
Dorothy Comstock Riley, whose 1976 appointment 
made her the first woman on the Court of Appeals. 

Which leads us to the second big project, long in 
the making, making 2015 such an exciting year. The 
First Women on the Michigan Supreme Court exhibit 
in the Learning Center was conceived after the death 
of our founder, Dorothy Comstock Riley, in 2004. The 
new exhibit recognizes the contributions Dorothy and 
her fellow justices Mary Stallings Coleman and Patty 
Boyle made to Michigan legal history, and does so 
in a way that is accessible for our next generation of 
citizens, the grade-school students who tour the Learn-
ing Center each year.

This may well become known as the Year of the 
Book. Certainly for fans of Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird, whose long-awaited second book Go Set 
a Watchman will be released this summer, that is true. 
However, as you may not be aware, the Society is also 
re-entering the book trade this year. 

The second edition of the Michigan Supreme Court 
Historical Reference Guide is being published by 
MSU Press and will be released in March. This edition 
has been updated and standardized by legal historian 
David G. Chardavoyne, whose other books include 
A Hanging in Detroit and The United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan: People, 
Law, and Politics. 

Besides the biographies of all of the justices, this 
edition contains the Court’s top cases—the Verdict of 
History project written by Professor Paul Moreno and 
first published in the Bar Journal in 2008–09. 

And for anyone who appreciates our historic portrait 
collection, this book will be a must-read as it contains 
full-color images of all of the portraits dedicated to 
date. Information about how to order is shown below.
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“This will be an invaluable companion to anyone 
interested in Michigan history and Michigan law.  
Interweaving biographies and careful analysis of 
major cases, Professor Chardavoyne has done a 
favor to all historians, legal scholars, attorneys, 
judges, and legislators interested in Michigan.”  

          —PAUL FINKELMAN, Senior Fellow, 
Penn Program on Democracy, Citizenship, and 
Constitutionalism, University of Pennsylvania

This second edition of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Reference Guide contains the biographies 
of Michigan Supreme Court’s justices from its territorial beginnings in 1803 through 2015. It includes 
summaries of twenty top cases of the Michigan Supreme Court, which contextualize the eras in which 
the justices were on the bench, giving a greater depth of understanding to both who the justices were 
and the historical signi�cance of the cases they decided. A rich reference for historians and attorneys, 
this book also includes valuable charts detailing election dates and candidates as well as court 
compositions (who served with whom); lists of chief justices and the ten longest—and shortest—
serving justices with dates of service; and a history of the structural evolution of the Michigan Supreme 
Court. 
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The past year was a good one for nurturing many of 
our projects closer to completion. It was the first year 
after our silver anniversary, and in many ways, the 
beginning of some new history. 

As President Riley shared in his report, two major 
projects are being unveiled this year: The Michigan 
Supreme Court Historical Reference Guide, 2d and the 
Learning Center exhibit First Women on the Michigan 
Supreme Court. These projects wouldn’t have been 
possible without the dedication and leadership of our 
Board of Directors. Nor, without your interest, would 
there have been much purpose. History needs an audi-
ence. 

History also needs financial support; your contribu-
tions make it possible for us to do interesting things 
that advance our mission. The new book will bring 
to life justices long-gone as well as introduce a wider 
group of readers to some of the best, most-significant 
opinions of the Michigan Supreme Court. The new ex-
hibit will inspire young people as well as remind them 
of how much women have achieved. 

Why does a reflection on the past year have so much 
to do with what’s planned for the current one? Because 
preparing for these projects was the work of the past 
year. Convening meetings with editors and writers, 
exhibit designers and docents was the work of 2014. 

Our membership grew by sixteen new members in 

2015 Society Member Contribution Form
 Please use this form to renew your annual membership or make an additional financial contribution. 

 Name___________________________________________________

 Address__________________________________________________

 City_____________________________ State________ ZIP________

 Phone_________________ Email_____________________________

   Individual membership $100.00
   Advocates Guild membership $150.00
   Lifetime memberships $1,000.00
   Corporate/Law Firm membership $1,000.00

Please detach this form and mail to: Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 
925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48915.  Thank you!

TOTAL PAYMENT $ _____

Check Enclosed [   ]    Credit Card [   ]    
Circle one:  Visa   MasterCard   American Express

Name on card _______________________________

Account Number_____________________________

Exp. Date__________ CVV Code________

The Year in Review: Executive Director’s Report
Carrie Sampson

2014. Five dues paying members attained life mem-
ber status (over $1,000 in cumulative contributions).  
But we also said our final goodbyes to several other 
longtime supporters including portrait artist Patricia 
Hill Burnett. Our membership roster is at the back of 
this issue.

We had another successful luncheon—our largest 
yet—last April. It never seems possible when we 
are planning this event that the weather will bring 
anything but slush, but every spring we see tulips 
blooming outside the DAC. 

Some other things happened last year as well. 
Justice Cavanagh’s historic term came to an end. 
Interestingly, this is the first time since 1958 that 
there is no one whose name ends in “avanagh” on 
the Michigan Supreme Court (Thomas M. Kavanagh 
served 1958–1975 and Thomas G. Kavanagh served 
1969–1984). 

Richard Bernstein, who was elected in Justice 
Cavanagh’s place, makes history of his own for the 
Court. He is the first justice who is legally blind; he 
campaigned on the promise of “blind justice.”

You also may have noticed that my last name has 
changed. I was married this past summer. While this 
is not part of Supreme Court history, it is notable in 
that my spouse and I met in the hometown of 40th 
Justice Aaron McAlvay and our wedding was held 
on his 167th birthday. 
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Court of Appeals 50th Anniversary

First row (from left): Thomas Giles Kavanagh, Chief Judge Pro Tem John W. Fitzgerald, Chief 
Judge T. John Lesinski, and Judge John Watts. Second row (from left): Donald E. Holbrook, 
John H. Gillis, Louis D. McGregor, Timothy C. Quinn, and Robert B. Burns.

stock Riley (COA 1976–1982) and 
the only woman to serve as chief 
judge, Maura D. Corrigan (COA 
1992–1999). 
The other judges to move from the 

Court of Appeals to the Michigan 
Supreme Court include John W. 
Fitzgerald, Thomas Giles Kava-
nagh, Charles L. Levin, Michael 
F. Cavanagh, Elizabeth A. Weaver, 
Marilyn Kelly, Clifford W. Tay-
lor, Stephen J. Markman, Robert 
P. Young Jr., Brian K. Zahra, and 
Alton T. Davis. 
The Court of Appeals central-

The Michigan Court of Appeals was created by the 
Constitution of 1963, Article VI, Section 1. When 
the Court opened its doors for operations on January 
12, 1965, a caseload of 365 cases were transferred 
from the Michigan Supreme Court to the nine new 
judges. 
Eighty-two judges have served on the Michigan 

Court of Appeals bench—41 reached the court 
initially by election and 41 by appointment of the 
Governor. 
Thirteen judges have gone on to serve on the 

Michigan Supreme Court, including the first woman 
on the Michigan Court of Appeals, Dorothy Com-

ized research staff was a first of its kind when Chief 
Judge T. John Lesinski introduced it in 1968. Since 
its inception, thousands of attorneys have started 
their careers with the Court of Appeals and gone on 
to distinguished careers in Michigan jurisprudence 
including Justice Michael F. Cavanagh, who worked 
as an attorney for the Court of Appeals and Justice 
Maura Corrigan who clerked for Judge John Gillis. 
Both Michael O’Hara and Thomas G. Kavanagh 

took advantage of their ability under the law, as for-
mer justices, to be designated to the Michigan Court 
of Appeals. Justice O’Hara served from 1968 until 
his death in 1978; Justice T.G. Kavanagh left the 
Michigan Supreme Court in 1984 and died in 1997.

First row (from left): Thomas M. Burns, Donald E. Holbrook Sr., Chief Judge Robert J. Danhof, Chief Judge Pro Tem John H. Gillis, Robert B. 
Burns, Jerome Bronson. Middle row (from left): Glenn S. Allen Jr., Nathan J. Kaufman, Daniel F. Walsh, Dorothy Comstock Riley, George N. 
Bashara Jr., Walter P. Cynar. Third Row (from left): Donald E. Holbrook Jr., William R. Beasley, Vincent J. Brennan, Richard M. Maher, Michael 
J. Kelly, and Michael F. Cavanagh.

1978 Court of Appeals
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The Society is pleased to present the sixteenth Coleman Intern. The internship program, named for Justice 
Mary Stallings Coleman and her husband Judge Creighton Coleman, was started in 1998. 

2015 Coleman Intern 

Hello, my name is Kevin Cunningham and I am currently a senior at Michigan State University studying his-
tory and Spanish. I have always been interested in the discipline of history and I have always found myself in 
wonder and great curiousity of the people of the past and why societies and individuals have acted in certain 
ways. My interests in history have focused, primarily on nineteenth century American intellectual history as 
well as nineteenth century American-Cuban relations. Outside of my studies, I have become a part of the rich 
social environment at MSU. I have joined several organizations at MSU that look to promote and stimulate 
educational opportunities, including being a docent at the Michigan State Museum of Natural Science and 
Culture, the chairperson of the Dean’s Student Advisory Council, a mentor to international students looking to 
become acclimated to American culture, and the Editor and Chief of the Michigan Undergraduate Journal of 
History. I have found each of these experiences rewarding in its own way, and beneficial to my own personal 
growth and understanding of other people.
After I graduate from this May, I intend to work for nonprofits before I apply to go to law school. I have al-
ways had a great fascination for the law, and I have always had a curiosity about all the different components 
that create a well-organized and effective court system. In light of this, I am excited to say that I will be work-
ing on a history of the Court Reporter’s office as the Spring 2015 Coleman intern. When I received the op-
portunity to interview with the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, I was very excited to speak with a 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to collect, preserve, and display documents, records, and memorabilia 
relating to the Michigan Supreme Court as well as promote public awareness about the history of Michigan’s 
courts and rich legal heritage.

Bronco! Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School
On August 13, 2014, the law school begun by one Michigan Supreme Court justice (Thomas E. Brennan) 
and named for another (Thomas M. Cooley) announced that it had added a new name to its title, reflecting 
its new affiliation with Western Michigan University. The Society has enjoyed a supportive relationship with 
both schools in the past. In the early days of the Society, Cooley Law School gave us office space as well as 
research assistance for the first edition of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Reference Guide. More 
recently, the school has supported the Society through both individual and corporate memberships. Western 
Michigan University has been a great source of historical research for the Society. First, as the breeding ground 
for our Big Four Writing Project, and more recently, where Professor Mark Hurwitz studied the historical evo-
lution of Michigan’s hybrid electoral system.
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Society Presents Law Prize 
at MSU College of Law

Former Judge Michael G. Harrison on behalf of the Society’s Board of Directors was recently at Michigan 
State University College of Law to present the $500 Law Student Prize. The student selected was Marie 
Rauschenberger, a second-year law student, who received the highest grade in Professor Charles Ten Brink’s 
American Legal History Seminar this past fall. Ms. Rauschenberger’s paper was on the history of state con-
stitutional provisions that affect funding for students with disabilities. 

Ms. Rauschenberger received a B.A. in English from Michigan State University in 2011 and then completed 
an M.A. in English at Arizona State University in 2013, primarily studying the Victorian era because of her 
love of history and literature. She debated whether to pursue a PhD in English or go to law school, since she 
has a passion for special education issues, given that her younger brother has Autism.

This past summer, Ms. Rauschenberger worked as an extern at the Michigan Supreme Court in the Michigan 
Judicial Institute, assisting with the Exploring Careers in the Law summer moot court program by giving 
presentations to the student participants on legal research and oral advocacy. 

Ms. Rauschenberger works as a teaching assistant for several classes and is a member of the Michigan State 
Law Review and the Women’s Law Caucus.

From left: Carrie Sampson, Society executive director; Hon. Michael G. Harrison, Society Board of Directors; Marie Rauschen-
berger, prize winner; Joan Howarth, Dean of MSU College of Law; Professor Charles Ten Brink. Photo courtesy of MSU College 
of Law.

A Passion for Special Education Issues

Exploring Careers in the Law is a half day moot court program for 10th–12th grade 
students that runs July 20–24. Applications will be available on the Court’s website http://courts.mi.gov beginning 
March 2nd.
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Membership Roster: Life Members
Benefactor 
(Over $5,000)
Alan T. Ackerman, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, 1988
Avern L. Cohn, 1989
Maura D. Corrigan, 1993
Lawrence P. Nolan, 1989
Richard D. Reed, 1989
Wallace D. Riley, 1988
Charles R. Rutherford, 1990
Karla Scherer, 1988
Clifford W. Taylor, 1989
Emmet E. Tracy, Jr., 1997
Robert P. Young, Jr., 1999
Major Sponsor 
($2,500-$4,999)
Gerard J. Andree, 2001
Dennis W. Archer, 1988
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., 1993
Alfred M. Butzbaugh, 1989
Hugh A. Carter, Jr., 2002
Thomas W. Cranmer, 1994
Dan Gemuend, 2002
George A. Googasian, 1989
Robert P. Griffin, 1988
J.C. Huizenga, 2002
John P. Jacobs, 1994
Charles L. Levin, 1988
Richard B. Poling, Jr., 2002
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Rodger D. Young, 2002
Sponsor 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Louise Alderson, 2002
John W. Allen, 2007
Lanie Anderson, 1995
Don W. Atkins, 2004
Frederick M. Baker, Jr., 1998
Joseph T. Barberi, 2007
Janet Callahan Barnes, 2001
Marjory Basile, 2002 
Timothy A. Baughman, 2007
Michael E. Baum, 2005
Robert A. Benson, 1997
Angela Bergman, 2001
Bryan M. Black, 1989
William D. Booth, 1990
Fred L. Borchard, 1995
Earl E. Borradaile, 2002
Glen V. Borre, 1989
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley, 1988
Megan Maher Brennan, 2001
Thomas E. Brennan, Jr., 1990
Bill & Laura Brickley, 2002
John F. Burns, 2001
John J. Bursch, 2007

Lawrence G. Campbell, 1999
Megan K. Cavanagh, 2007
Michael F. Cavanagh, 1988
Lawrence S. Charfoos, 2001
Carole L. Chiamp, 2001
Karen Anne Chopra, 1998
David W. Christensen, 1995
William D. Cohan, 1993
Anita Comorski, 2007
Mark Cooney, 2007
John L. Coté, 1989
Bruce A. Courtade, 2010
Martin L. Critchell, 1998
Sam Cucinella, 2001
Julia D. Darlow, 1989
Gregory J. DeMars, 1989
Julius Denenberg, 1989
David L. Denn, 1989
Nancy J. Diehl, 2001
Eric E. Doster, 1998
Eugene Driker, 1989
Patrick J. Duggan, 1993
Jan K. G. Dunn, 1993
Robert E. Edick, 2007
Michael Ellis, 2000
John M. Engler, 2006
Lynn A. Feldhouse, 1995
Julie I. Fershtman, 2002
Elaine Fieldman, 1997
Gerald A. Fisher, 1994
E. Thomas Fitzgerald, 1994
Michael Gadola, 2002
Linda Garbarino, 2007
Miles C. Gerberding, 2001
Leonard D. Givens, 1994
Ronna Stevens Gold, 1993
Deborah L. Gordon, 1996
Thomas A. Gottschalk, 1995
Frank J. Greco, 2002
Roman S. Gribbs, 1996
Carl L. Gromek, 2004
Bruce M. Groom, 1989
James G. Gross, 2006
Patrick E. Hackett, 1994
William P. Hampton, 1994
Michael G. Harrison, 2007
R. James Harvey, 1996
Michael M. Hathaway, 2001
Boyd A. Henderson, 1988
James T. Heos, 2010
Carl W. Herstein, 2000
Mark R. High, 1995
Donald A. Hines, 2004
Joseph N. Impastato, 1993
Ven Johnson, 2013
Charles W. Joiner, 1995

Robert Kamenec, 2007
Ronald D. Keefe, 2002
Frank J. Kelley, 1993
Stephen M. Kelley, 1993
Marilyn J. Kelly, 1997
Cornelia G. Kennedy, 1990
Phillip J. Kessler, 2004
Karen S. Kienbaum, 1999
Thomas G. Kienbaum, 1997
David A. King, 1997
John N. Kirkendall, 1989
Richard Kitch, 2004
D. Michael Kratchman, 1994
Robert S. Krause, 2001
John A. Krsul, Jr., 1989
Richard D. Kuhn, 2001
Helen M. Kuhnmuench,1993
Deborah Labelle, 2013
Terri Lynn Land, 1996
Denise Langford Morris, 1995
Don LeDuc, 2000
George H. Lennon, 2002
Lawrence B. Lindemer, 1990
Benjamin H. Logan, II, 1989
John H. Logie, 1989
Thomas L. Ludington, 1995
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 1992
Scott Mandel, 2008
Robert Maniscalco, 1996
Gerald Marcinkoski, 1996
Stephen J. Markman, 1999
Mary Massaron, 1997
Stephen A. Mazurak, 2002
Samuel E. McCargo, 1989
Bridget McCormack, 2013
David McCreedy, 2007
Richard D. McLellan, 1995
Tom Meagher, 2008
Charles & Helen Mickens, 2011
Bruce A. Miller, 1994
James A. Mitchell, 1993
David Mittleman, 2013
Emmit D. Moore, 1990
Mayer Morganroth, 2007
Christopher D. Morris, 1995
Eugene D. Mossner, 1990
Dennis C. Muchmore, 2002
Michael Murray, 2001
John P. Nicolucci, 2008
Lambro Niforos, 2003
John R. Nussbaumer, 2007
Patrick J. O’Brien, 1993
Julie McCann O’Connor, 2007
John Corbett O’Meara, 1989
Christine D. Oldani, 1998
Roland L. Olzark, 1991

Alice McCann Osburn, 1994
Edward H. Pappas, 1994
William D. Parsley, 1997
Jeffrey Paulsen, 2005
Elizabeth M. Pezzetti, 1994
Dennis J. Pheney, 1994
David L. Porteous, 1992
Wendy L. Potts, 1994
Bridget Brown Powers, 2007
Kenneth E. Prather, 1990
Wayne F. Pratt, 1993
Clayton E. Preisel, 1989
Richard E. Rassel, 1994
John W. Reed, 1988
Joseph Reid, 2011 
Maureen Pulte Reilly, 1993
Linda K. Rexer, 2002
Douglas D. Roche, 1994
Rosalind Rochkind, 2001
John T. Rogers, 1994
Larry S. Royster, 2002
James L. Ryan, 1993
Thomas Ryan, 2001
William A. Sankbeil, 2001
John F. Schaefer, 1996
Thomas R. Schultz, 1996
Alan E. Schwartz, 1996
Michael D. Schwartz, 1989
Walter Shapero, 2002
Noreen Slank, 2008
Louis A. Smith, 1993
Wayne Richard Smith, 2007
Webb A. Smith, 2008
Liisa R. Speaker, 2007
Theodore St. Antoine, 2001
Jo Ann C. Stevenson, 1993
N. Otto Stockmeyer, Jr., 1989
Nathaniel W. Stroup, 1997
Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 1994
Vesta Svenson, 1989
Guy L. Sweet, 2003
Norman D. Tucker, 2013
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr., 2007
Victoria A. Valentine, 2008
John F. Van Bolt, 2002
Amanda Van Dusen, 1991
James Vlasic, 2004
Robert G. Waddell, 1994
Michael David Warren, 1993
Elizabeth A. Weaver, 1989
Richard D. Weber, 1989
Janet K. Welch, 2000
Jill M. Wheaton, 2007
William C. Whitbeck, 1997
Helene N. White, 1997
Richard E. Whitmer, 1994
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Bryan H. Wildenthal, 2011
J. Bryan Williams, 1989
Robert C. Williams, 1990
Michael G. Woodworth, 2007
John M. Wright, 1988
Joan E. Young, 2002
Gilbert L. Ziegler, 1994
Eileen D. Zielesch, 2003

Annual Members
Patron 
($500-$999)
Anne Argiroff, 2009
Charles Barbieri, 2009
Mark R. Bendure, 2010
Robert E. Bright, 2006
Deborah Brouwer, 2010
Anthony F. Caffrey, III, 2007
Jennifer Clark, 2009
Kevin S. Ernst, 2010
Elias Escobedo, 2003
Kevin Francart, 2011
Kevin P. Fularczyk, 2007
Jeffrey Gerish, 2007
Gaëtan Gerville-Reaché, 2009
Scott Goodwin, 2013
Dean M. Googasian, 2008
Scott Grabel, 2011
Mark Granzotto, 2009
Raymond Henney, 2006
Matthew C. Herstein, 2008
Joseph Hickey, 2007
Kimberlee Hillock, 2012
Richard Kraus, 2009
Jodi Latuszek, 2009
Madelyne Lawry, 2013
Jeffery Matis, 2012
Lori McAllister, 2010
Donald E. McGinnis, Jr., 2011
Barbara Menear, 2004
Deborah Miela, 2009
Matthew T. Nelson, 2009
Margaret Nichols, 2007
James Pfister, 2009
Dennis Pollard, 2011
Cornelius P. Powell, 2006
Barry R. Powers, 2009
Jesse Reiter, 2009
Frank Reynolds, 2009
Ronald E. Reynolds, 2007
Maureen Rudel, 2007
Daniel J. Rust, 2007
Ronald M. Sangster, 2012
George T. Sinas, 2009
Jeffery V. Stuckey, 2009
Gary Supanich, 2011

Brad Thompson, 2006
Peter Tolley, 2010
Danielle Walton, 2010
Maria Zagorski, 2010
Sustaining 
($250-$499)
LeRoy L. Asher, Jr., 2013
Nicholas S. Ayoub, 2012
Dennis M. Barnes, 2011
Richard H. Bernstein, 2013
Geoffrey M. Brown, 2013
Michael Brown, 2013
Jason L. Byrne, 2012
Michael E. Cavanaugh, 2011
David E. Christensen, 2013
Alton T. Davis, 2013
Devin R. Day, 2012
Nancy Vayda Dembinski, 2012
Brian D. Einhorn, 2013
Peter Ellsworth, 2012
John G. Fedynsky, 2011
June S. Haas, 2013
Michael D. Homier, 2012
John Kamins, 2010
Mary Beth Kelly, 2011
David B. Landry, 2012
John J. Lynch, 2013
Charles Nelson, 2013
Mark Plaza, 2011
Jonathan R. Sacks, 2012
Larry J. Saylor, 2013
Robert Sedler, 2013
Martin Sturm, 2013
John Szczubelek, 2013
Peter A. Teholiz, 2013
James J. Walsh, 2013
Paul L. Walton, 2012
Kenneth Watkins, 2013
Sharon Woods, 2011
Brian K. Zahra, 2013
Contributing 
($100-$249)
Mark Armitage, 2014
Michael J. Biber, 2014
Lori A. Buiteweg, 2014
David A. Collins, 2014
Michelle Engler, 2012
Caryn A. Ford, 2014
Trish Oleksa Haas, 2014
Joseph S. Harrison, 2014
Deborah Hebert, 2014
Robert Jordan, 2014
Nicole L. Mazzocco, 2013
Louis Meizlish, 2014
Jules B. Olsman, 2013

Tom R. Pabst, 2013
Jonathan L. Poer, 2014
Marie T. Racine, 2014
Robert F. Riley, 2013
Courtney K. Roberts, 2014
Carrie Sampson, 2013
Ann M. Sherman, 2014
Lisa Stadig Elliot, 2013
Robert W. Stocker, II, 2014
Cy Weiner, 2014
Student
Charles Parker, II, 2010

Please note the Society has made a sincere attempt to accurately account for all donations by our members. If you notice an error, please con-
tact the Society at (517) 373-7589 or send an email to carriesampson@micourthistory.org.

Corporate Members
for 2014
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at the Detroit Athletic Club
invitations to mail in march 

to all current members

Mission Statement
The Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation, collects, preserves, and displays documents, records, and 
memorabilia relating to the Michigan Supreme Court and the other Courts 
of Michigan, promotes the study of the history of Michigan’s courts, and 
seeks to increase public awareness of Michigan’s legal heritage.  The Society 
sponsors and conducts historical research,  provides speakers and educational 
materials for students, and sponsors and provides publications, portraits and 
memorials, special events, and projects consistent with its mission.

Founder:
Dorothy Comstock Riley

Officers:
Wallace D. Riley, President

Charles R. Rutherford, Vice President
Carl W. Herstein, Secretary

Lawrence P. Nolan, Treasurer
Directors:

Hon. Fred L. Borchard
Hon. Alfred M. Butzbaugh
Hon. Avern L. Cohn
Bruce A. Courtade
Peter H. Ellsworth
John G. Fedynsky
Julie I. Fershtman
Hon. Michael G. Harrison
Matthew C. Herstein
Ronald D. Keefe
Hon. Frank J. Kelley

Society Update is published quarterly by the Michigan Supreme Court Historical 
Society.  Writing submissions, article ideas, news, and announcements are encouraged.  
Contact the Society at: 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 
48915  Phone: (517) 373-7589 Fax: (517) 373-7592
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