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A Look Back at 2005:
A Message from the Society President

The past year has been another successful one
for the Michigan Supreme Court Historical
Society. In 2005, we hosted several special

events, dedicated two portraits to the Michigan Supreme
Court, continued to promote our publications, and contin-
ued to provide resources for teachers, students, and
citizens interested in the history of the Court.
Special Events

In April, we hosted our Annual Membership Luncheon
in Detroit. Nearly 150 members and friends joined us to
hear a legal vignette by Frederick M. Baker, Jr., a Michi-
gan Supreme Court Commissioner, about the life of Justice
John Voelker.

In May, we were honored to host a special session of
the Court in which the portrait of former Justice Theodore
Souris was dedicated to the Court.

In October, in conjunction with the Opening Session of
the Michigan Supreme Court, we hosted a special session
of the Court recognizing the 200th anniversary of the
creation of the Michigan Territorial Supreme Court. At
that session, Profession David G. Chardavoyne spoke
about the rich history of the
Territorial Court and the evolu-
tion of the judicial system in the
early days of the Michigan
Territory. A portrait of Justice
Augustus B. Woodward, the first

Chief Justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, was
unveiled and dedicated to the Court.

The Court’s collection of official court portaits, which
now numbers 87, is one of the largest and most complete
in the nation.
Research

In an effort to further the study of Court history and to
encourage research about the Court, we sponsored
several research related projects.

The first was the annual Coleman Internship.  The
2005 Coleman Intern, Caroline Zickgraf, completed a
bibliography of the research resources available to every-
one interested in the history of the Court. The end result is
an Excel database of nearly 2000 citations related to
Michigan Supreme Court history. The database is loosely
divided into five categories: Administration, Biographical
Information, Cases, Issues, Michigan Supreme Court
History, and Michigan Supreme Court Politics. Anyone
intersted in reviewing the database can contact Angela
Bergman in the Historical Society office and have the
entire database sent to you on CD-rom.

The Big Four Writing and
Research Fellowship, which
was conducted in partnership
with Western Michigan Uni-
versity, concluded this year.
Coreen Derifield completed
her two-year research project“

    ”

The Court’s collecion of official
court portraits, which now numbers
87, is one of the largest and most

complete in the nation.
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and wrote her masters thesis titled “Defining Peaceful
Picketing: The Michigan Supreme Court and the Labor
Injunction, 1900-1940.”

In cooperation with Paul Moreno, a Political Science
professor at Hillsdale College, the Historical Society is
selecting a list of the Michigan Supreme Court’s most
socially and politically significant cases. Our committee,
which includes two former Michigan Supreme Court
justices, hopes to have the first phase of this project
completed by the end of this year.
Publications

We continue to work to distribute all of our publica-
tions and to improve and add content to our website,
www.micourthistory.org.

This year, we added several more pages to the
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Biographies and Portraits section of the website, including
alphabetical lists of the Michigan Supreme Justices and
Chief Justices, and a chart of the yearly composition of
the Court.
Board of Directors

As we do every year, the members of the Board of
Directors of the Historical Society met in January, April,
and October to plan and discuss upcoming events and
programs and to dicuss and review the effectiveness of
past and current programs and activities. At our April
2005 meeting, we welcomed the Honorable Michael G.
Harrison to the Board.

As always, I must extend a very special thanks to all of
our Board members, who each volunteer their time and
efforts to ensure that the Society continues to live up to its
mission and meet its goals.

I must also extend a special thanks to each one of you,
our dedicated members, for your continued support.
Withouth you, we could not continue to create new
research projects, to publish new materials, and to edu-
cate Michigan’s teachers, students, and citizens about the
history, role and organization of the Michigan Supreme
Court and the Michigan judicial system.

- Wallace D. Riley
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Have you paid your 2006 Dues?

For your convenience, the Society accepts Visa, MasterCard, and American Express. Please call (517) 373-7589
to make your payment by phone, or complete and mail or fax the following information  to: Michigan Supreme
Court Historical Society, 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48915
Fax (517) 373-7592

[] Check enclosed [] Credit Card (Circle one)

Visa MasterCard American Express

Name on Card______________________________

Acct. No. _________________________________

Exp. Date _________________

Signature __________________________________

Name _____________________________________

Address  ___________________________________

City ___________________ State ________

Zip__________  Phone_____________________

* Individual Membership:                                  $100
* Corporate/Law Firm Membership:               $1000

                        Total Payment $___________

Save the Date!

Join the Justices of the Michigan Supreme Court
and Fellow Society Members

At the Annual Membership Luncheon

Thursday, April 27, 2006 -- Noon
at

The Detroit Athletic Club
Detroit, Michigan
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2006 promises to be another busy year for the
Historical Society. We will continue to devlop new
research projects, publications, and programs to

share the history and stories of the Michigan Supreme
Court with Michigan citizens.

We already have several exciting programs, projects,
and events planned for the coming year.

PUBLICATIONS AND WEBSITE

The Society Update will continue to be produced
quarterly. All of our publications, including past issues of the
Update, the biographies in the Michigan Supreme Court
Historical Reference Guide, and the text of the booklet “A
“Brief History of the Michigan Supreme Court,” are now
available on the Publications page of our website.

This year, we will again be focusing on improving and
updating our website. We will be adding two main pages to
the site– a timeline of important events in the history of the
Court, complete with photos and portraits, and a “History of
the Court” page that will give visitors a brief, concise
overview of the history of the Court.

COLEMAN INTERNSHIP

The Historical Society is proud to welcome Lance
Phillips as its 2006 Coleman Intern.

Lance is a senior at Michigan State University, majoring
in History and Political Science. He has a 3.94 GPA and

has had an article published
in The Michigan State
University Undergradu-
ate Historian.  He is
planning to attend law
school after he is graduated
from MSU.

Lance brings a great
deal of research and
writing experience to the

Internship, as well as a great deal of enthusiasm for the
history of the Court and for the Historical Society itself.

Lance will be working on several projects over the
course of the spring and summer. First, he will be creating
the two web pages that will be added to the website. He
will also be working on a project that will detail the way
each justice went on and off the Court– locating election
and appointment information and documenting resignations,
deaths, and defeats.

ORAL HISTORIES

The oral history interview with Justice Boyle has been
completed. Once we have final approval of the transcript,

we will be working with the Vincent Voice Library at
Michigan State University to place both the audio file and
transcript on-line with the rest of our collection.

We have also recently commissioned oral historian
Glenn Ruggles to conduct an oral history of Harold Hoag,
who was Deputy Clerk of the Court from 1967  through
January 1, 1975, and Clerk of the Court from 1975 until
December 15, 1982. We hope to have the interviews
completed and transcribed by the end of 2006.

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON

This year’s annual Membership Luncheon will again be
held at the Detroit Athletic Club and will take place on
April 27th. All Society members and their guests are
encouraged to attend this event to mingle with Michigan
Supreme Court justices past and present and to interact
with fellow members. This year’s program will feature a
legal vignette by Professor Paul Finkelman, co-editor of The
History of Michigan Law, a book soon to be published by
the Ohio State University Press.

OTIS SMITH LEGAL MILESTONE

On June 21, 2006, the State Bar of Michigan will be
dedicating a legal milestone honoring former justice Otis M.
Smith. The Historical Society will be working with the State
Bar to plan event. More information about the event will
follow in our Spring and Summer newsletters.

MMMMMISSIONISSIONISSIONISSIONISSION S S S S STTTTTAAAAATEMENTTEMENTTEMENTTEMENTTEMENT     ANDANDANDANDAND     TTTTTHANKHANKHANKHANKHANK     YYYYYOUOUOUOUOU

With your generous support, the Michigan Supreme
Court Historical Society continues to strive to fulfill its
mission to collect, preserve, and display documents, records,
and memorabilia relating to the Michigan Supreme Court
and the other Courts of Michigan, promote the study of the
history of Michigan’s courts, and increase public awareness
of Michigan’s legal heritage. We also work hard to sponsor
and conduct historical research, provide speakers and
educational materials for students, and sponsor and provide
publications, portraits and memorials, special events, and
projects consistent with our  mission.

We are sincerely intersted in the input and advice of our
members. Please feel free to contact me with any com-
ments, suggestions, or questions about our programs and
events. I can be reached at 517-373-7589 or
abergman@micourthistory.org

I hope to see each of you at one of our upcoming
events. Thank you for your generous support.

- Angela Bergman

What’s Ahead in 2006: A Message from the Executive Director
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Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, Inc.
Statements of Activities - Cash Basis

Years Ended December 31, 2005 and 2004

Public Support and Revenues:
   Contributions/Dues
  MSBF-IOLTA Funds
  Big Four Writing and Research Fund
   Investment Income
   Learning Center

Total Public Support and Revenue

Expenses:
   Program Services: Historical Preservation

Program Services: Learning Center
   Supporting Services: Management and General
   Supporting Services: Learning Center

Total Expenses

Net Gain/Loss for the Year

       2004
$  51,636
$  38,532
$    3,500
$    6,026
$    9,115
$108,809

$101,319
$    1,912
$  22,031
$    1,593
$126,855

       2005
$  51,630
$  36,682
$           0
$    6,108
$    5,551
$  99,971

$100,150
$    1,101
$  20,659
$       914
$122,824

$  (18,046)$(22,853)

$    2,252

Net Assets - Cash Basis

Beginning of Year
End of Year
Change in Net Assets

$418,820
$421,072

$419,107
$418,820
$     (287)

Contributions MSBF-
IOLTA

Learning
Center Income

Investment
Income

Big Four
Income

Public Support and Revenue

$50,000

$20,000

$10,000

$30,000

$40,000

$0

$60,000

$70,000

Expenses

Program
Services:
Historical
Preservation

Program
Services:
Learning
Center

Supporting
Services:
Management/
General

Supporting
Services:
Learning
Center

$100,000

$40,000

$20,000

$60,000

$80,000

$0

$120,000

$140,000
20042005 20042005
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Membership Roster
The Society groups its members into three categories: Life Members, which includes the categories of Benefactor,
Major Sponsor, and Sponsor; Annual Members, containing the categories of Contributing, Sustaining, Patron, and
Student; and Corporate/ Law Firm Members. The year listed after each member’s name indicates the year he/she
joined the Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society.

Life Members
Benefactor
Over $5,000
Alan T. Ackerman, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, 1988
Avern L. Cohn, 1989
Dorothy Comstock Riley, 1988
John W. Fitzgerald, 1992
Gordon I. Ginsberg (Sigmund
    and Sophie Rohlik
    Foundation), 1997
Lawrence P. Nolan, 1989
Richard D. Reed, 1989
Wallace D. Riley, 1988
Clifford W. Taylor, 1989
Randall Taylor, 2000
Emmet E. Tracy, 1997
Robert P. Young, 1999

Major Sponsor
$2500 - $4900
Gerard J. Andree, 2001
Anonymous, 2002
Appellate Practice Section,
   2003
Dennis W. Archer, 1988
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., 1993
Hugh A.Carter, Jr., 2002
Mae E. Corrigan, 2002
Maura D. Corrigan, 1993
Dan Gemuend, 2002
George A. Googasian, 1989
Robert P. Griffin, 1988
J.C. Huizenga, 2002
Charles L. Levin, 1988
Richard B. Poling, Jr., 2002
Charles R. Rutherford, 1990
Karla Scherer, 1988
David J. Sparrow, 1994
Rodger D. Young, 2002

Sponsor
$1000 - $2499
Lanie Anderson, 1995
Janet Callahan Barnes, 2001
George J. Bedrosian, 1994
Bryan M. Black, 1989
William D. Booth, 1990
Glen V. Borre, 1989

Patricia J. Boyle, 1993
Joyce Braithwaite, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, Jr., 1990
Anthony C. Buesser, 1989
Frederick G. Buesser, III, 1990
Alfred M. Butzbaugh, 1989
Kimberly M. Cahill, 2002
Michael F. Cavanagh, 1988
Karen Anne Chopra, 1998
David W. Christensen, 1995
John L. Collins, 1989
Richard P. Condit, 1994
James Corden, 1989
John L. Cote’, 1989
Thomas W. Cranmer, 1994
Robert J. Danhof, 1989
Julia D. Darlow, 1989
Julius Denenberg, 1989
David L. Denn, 1989
Eric E. Doster, 1998
Raymond H. Dresser, Jr., 2002
Eugene Driker, 1989
Patrick J. Duggan, 1993
Jan K. G. Dunn, 1993
Albert J. Engel, 1989
John Feikens, 1989
Lynn A. Feldhouse, 1995
Elaine Fieldman, 1997
Gerald A. Fisher, 1994
E. Thomas Fitzgerald, 1994
Gerald R. Ford, 1994
Paul V. Gadola, 1993
Miles C. Gerberding, 2001
Leonard D. Givens, 1994
Ronna Stevens Gold, 1993
Thomas A. Gottschalk, 1995
Nancy Williams Gram, 1990
Roman S. Gribbs, 1996
Bruce M. Groom, 1989
Gross, Nemeth & Silverman,
    P.C., 2001
William P. Hampton, 1994
Boyd A. Henderson, 1988
Mark R. High, 1995
Joseph N. Impastato, 1993
John P. Jacobs, 1994
Charles W. Joiner, 1995
Frank J. Kelley, 1993
Stephen M. Kelley, 1993

Marilyn J. Kelly, 1997
Cornelia G. Kennedy, 1990
Thomas G. Kienbaum, 1997
John N. Kirkendall, 1989
John A. Krsul, Jr., 1989
Helen M. Kuhnmuench,1993
Terri Lynn Land, 1996
Denise Langford Morris, 1995
Patrick J. Ledwidge, 1990
George H. Lennon, 2002
Dean S. Lewis, 1989
Lawrence B. Lindemer, 1990
Benjamin H. Logan, II, 1989
John H. Logie, 1989
Barbara B. MacKenzie, 1989
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 1992
Joseph Maniscalco, 1995
Robert Maniscalco, 1996
Stephen J. Markman, 1999
Thomas C. Mayer, 1993
Samuel E. McCargo, 1989
Michigan Lawyer Auxiliary,
   2001
James E. Mies, 1989
Wendell A. Miles, 1989
Bruce A. Miller, 1994
Miller Cohen, PLC, 1990
James A. Mitchell, 1993
Emmit D. Moore, 1990
Christopher D. Morris, 1995
Eugene D. Mossner, 1990
Robert Nitschke, 2000
Patrick J. O’Brien, 1993
John Corbett O’Meara, 1989
Jerome F. O’Rourke, 1995
Roland L. Olzark, 1991
Alice McCann Osburn, 1994
William Patterson, 1989
Dennis J. Pheney, 1994
David L. Porteous, 1992
Wendy L. Potts, 1994
Kenneth E. Prather, 1990
Wayne F. Pratt, 1993
Clayton E. Preisel, 1989
John W. Reed, 1988
Maureen Pulte Reilly, 1993
Linda K. Rexer, 2002
John E. Riecker, 1989
James K. Robinson, 1989

John T. Rogers, 1994
Mary Massaron Ross, 1997
James L. Ryan, 1993
Thomas Ryan, 2001
John F. Schaefer, 1996
Thomas R. Schultz, 1996
Alan E. Schwartz, 1996
John E. Scott, 1995
Walter Shapero, 2002
Erwin S. Simon, 1990
Louis A. Smith, 1993
George E. Snyder, 1989
Harry S. Stark, 1994
Jo Ann C. Stevenson, 1993
N. Otto Stockmeyer, Jr., 1989
Nathaniel W. Stroup, 1997
Thomas M. Cooley Law
    School, 1989
Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 1994
Maurice B. Townsend, Jr., 1994
Amanda Van Dussen, 1991
David C. Vokes, 1989
Robert G. Waddell, 1994
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Michael David Warren, Jr., 1993
Elizabeth A. Weaver, 1989
Richard D. Weber, 1989
Robert B. Webster, 1993
William C. Whitbeck, 1997
Helene N. White, 1997
Richard E. Whitmer, 1994
Bryan J. Williams, 1989
John M. Wright, 1988
Gilbert L. Ziegler, 1994

Memorial/HonorariumMemorial/HonorariumMemorial/HonorariumMemorial/HonorariumMemorial/Honorarium
Donations:Donations:Donations:Donations:Donations:
In honor of

Dorothy Comstock Riley
Maura D. Corrigan

Detroit Metropolitan Bar Assoc.
Roland L. Olzark
Linda K. Rexer
Emmet E. Tracy

Shannon Riley Williams

In honor of
Roger F. Lane
Don  LeDuc
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Annual Members
Patron
$500-$999
Edward Avadenka, 2001
Frederick M. Baker, Jr., 1998
Robert A. Benson, 1997
Jeff Bernstein, 2002
Fred L. Borchard, 1995
Conrad A. Bradshaw, 2002
Megan Maher Brennan, 2001
Bill and Laura Brickley, 2002
John F. Burns, 2001
Lawrence G. Campbell, 1999
Lawrence S. Charfoos, 2001
Carole L. Chiamp, 2001
William D. Cohan, 1993
Martin L. Critchell, 1998
Gregory J. DeMars, 1989
Nancy J. Diehl, 2001
Herbert D. Doan, 1994
Michael Ellis, 2000
Deborah L. Gordon, 1996
Frank J. Greco, 2002
Patrick E. Hackett, 1994
R. James Harvey, 1996
Michael M. Hathaway, 2001
Carl W. Herstein, 2000
Jeffrey G. Heuer, 2001

Karen S. Kienbaum, 1995
Daniel N. King, 2002
David A. King, 1997
Dennis C. Kolenda, 1997
D. Michael Kratchman, 1994
Roger S. Krause, 2001
Richard D. Kuhn, 2001
Don LeDuc, 2000
Thomas L. Ludington, 1995
Gerald Marcinkoski, 1996
Stephen A. Mazurak, 2002
Richard D. McLellan, 1995
Dennis C. Muchmore, 2002
Michael Murray, 2001
Christine D. Oldani, 1998
Edward H. Pappas, 1994
William D. Parsley, 1997
Elizabeth M. Pezzetti, 1994
Richard E. Rassel, 1994
Linda Mahoney Rhodus, 2002
Douglas D. Roche, 1994
Rosalind Rochkind, 2001
Larry S. Royster, 2002
Charles Rutherford, Jr., 1997
Daniel P. Ryan, 1996
William A. Sankbeil, 2001
Michael D. Schwartz, 1989
Betty Semrau, 1995

Louis E. Simhauser, 2000
Myzell Sowell, 1995
Theodore St. Antoine, 2001
Vesta Svenson, 1989
Stephen Tupper, 1999
John F. Van Bolt, 2002
Robert C. Williams, 1990
Janet K. Welch, 2000
Eileen D. Zielesch, 2003

Sustaining
$250-$499
Louise Alderson, 2002
Marjory Basile, 2002
Henry Baskin, 2001
Angela Bergman, 2001
John T. Berry, 2001
Earl E. Borradaile, 2002
Scott S. Brinkmeyer, 2004
Candace Crowley, 2003
Sam Cucinella, 2001
Detroit Metropolitan Bar
   Association, 2005
Elias Escobedo, 2003
Julie I. Fershtman, 2002
Michael Gadola, 2002
Carl L. Gromek, 2004
Kenneth N. Hylton, Sr., 2003
Ronald D. Keefe, 2002

Special Thanks to Our 2005
Corporate/Law Firm Members

Appellate Practice Section
Ave Maria School of Law

Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker P.L.L.C.
Butzel Long P.C.
Clark Hill P.L.C.

Columbo & Columbo P.C.
Dykema Gossett P.L.L.C.

Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith P.C.
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn L.L.P.

Keinbaum Opperwall Hardy & Pelton P.L.C.
Lewis Reed & Allen, P.C.

Phillip J. Kessler, 2004
Lambro Niforos, 2003
Donald S. Owens, 2004
James W. Smith, 2002
Guy L. Sweet, 2003
Peter H. Webster, 2003
Joan E. Young, 2002

Contributing
$100-$249
Floyd E. Allen, 2005
Don W. Atkins, 2004
Elizabeth A. Baergen, 2005
Michael E. Baum, 2005
Deborah L. E. Green, 2004
Roberta Gubbins, 205
Donald A. Hines, 2004
Richard Kitch, 2004
William N. Kritselis, 2004
F. Thomas Lewand, 2005
Barbara Menear, 2004
Jeffrey Paulsen, 2005
D. Andrew Portinga, 2005
James Vlasic, 2004
James E. Wyszynski, Jr., 2004
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1st Floor, Hall of Justice
925 W. Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48915

Call 517-373-7589
To Order Your Favorite

Historical Society Publication Now!

Michigan Supreme Court Historical
Reference Guide.................................................$15

Index to Special Sessions....................................$35

A Brief History of the Michigan Supreme
Court.......................................................No Charge

8x10 Color Photograph of the Big Four Compilation
Portrait................................................................$10

Mission Statement
The Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3)
corporation, collects, preserves and displays documents, records, and
memorabilia relating to the Michigan Supreme Court and the other
Courts of Michigan, promotes the study of the history of Michigan’s
courts, and seeks to increase public awareness of Michigan’s legal
heritage.  The Society sponsors and conducts historical research,
provides speakers and educational materials for students, and sponsors
and provides publications, portraits and memorials, special events and
projects consistent with its mission.

Founder:
Dorothy Comstock Riley

Officers:
Wallace D. Riley, President

Frederick G. Buesser, III, Vice President
Charles R. Rutherford, Secretary

Lawrence P. Nolan, Treasurer
Directors:

John T. Berry
Hon. Thomas E. Brennan
Hon. Alfred M. Butzbaugh
Lawrence G. Campbell
Hon. Avern L. Cohn
Leonard D. Givens
Bruce M. Groom
Michael G. Harrison
Carl W. Herstein
Ronald D. Keefe
Hon. Frank J. Kelley

Society Update is published quarterly by the Michigan Supreme Court Historical
Society.  Writing submissions, article ideas, news and announcements are encouraged.
Contact the Society at: 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI
48915  Phone: 517-373-7589 Fax: 517-373-7592

E-mail  ABERGMAN@MICOURTHISTORY.ORG; Website: WWW.MICOURTHISTORY.ORG

Hon. Charles L. Levin
Hon. Conrad L. Mallett, Jr.
Hon. Denise Langford Morris
Eugene D. Mossner
Christine D. Oldani
Hon. Wendy L. Potts
John W. Reed
Richard D. Reed
Hon. James L. Ryan
Executive Director:
Angela Bergman


