
The Year in Review
A Message from Society President Wallace D. Riley

year. The majority of these new members are new to 
the Society, and it is gratifying to see our work reach-
ing new audiences. In turn, I invite those of you who 
are existing Society members to consider joining this 
elite group. You are eligible if you have appeared in 
a calendared appeal before the Michigan Supreme 
Court. Among the benefits of membership is an invita-
tion to a special dinner at the Hall of Justice, timed to 
coincide with the opening of the Court’s new year in 
October, and a commemorative tile designed and fired 
by Pewabic Pottery of Detroit.

Finally, I commend the men and women of our 
Board of Directors. This highly talented group of 
lawyers, judges, and former Supreme Court justices 
provides leadership and ideas that make the Michigan 
Supreme Court Historical Society unique in the nation. 

Membership renewal notices were mailed to annual 
members early in February. It is my sincere hope that 
this dues request will be met with your familiar  
generosity. Thank you, as always, for your support!

It has been my honor and privilege 
to serve as the President of the 
Supreme Court Historical Society 

since its inception in April 1988. In 
more than two decades of existence, 
the Society has accomplished a great 
deal. 

Perhaps the greatest thing we have 
done, however, is to bring together a diverse group of 
people who share the same passion: legal history.  
The loyalty of our members is evident and demonstrat-
ed in the Membership Roster enclosed in this edition 
of the Society Update. Year after year, your support 
helps us to do the things we promised to do when set-
ting forth our mission statement in 1988.

The year 2010 was a  
continuation of those goals. 

Last year we worked with portrait conservator, Ken 
Katz, to restore the paintings of five historic Michigan 
Supreme Court justices. To see some of the portraits 
that were restored, including “before” and “after”  
photos, see “The Care and Feeding of Portraits” 
inside this issue.

Our membership luncheon last April at the Detroit 
Athletic Club was once again well-attended. The 
vignette was provided by Assistant Attorney General 
John Fedynsky, who regaled the crowd with stories 
from his book, Michigan’s County Courthouses. 

The Advocates Guild, our specialty group created in 
2007, continued to add new members to its ranks last 
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According to the Chinese calendar, 2011 is the year 
of the rabbit, a time characterized by prosperity, 

industriousness, and peace. There is no better way to 
analogize my hopes for the Society in the coming year.

One of the big projects I will be working on in 2011 
is an update to our Oral History library. Oral histories 
are part of a community’s oral tradition and, as such, 
preserve the cultural and historical background from 
one generation to the next. Currently, the Society has 
twelve recorded oral histories available via our website, 
in partnership with the nationally renowned Vincent 
Voice Library at Michigan State University. 

Over the coming year, the Society’s Oral History 
Committee will collect the oral histories of several for-
mer Michigan Supreme Court justices and make these 
available to you. 

The Oral Histories can be found on our website at 
www.micourthistory.org under the “Justices” link. You 
can read transcripts of the interviews with the Justices, 
listen to the audio file online, or download individual 
segments to an MP3 player. 

I also expect one or more portrait dedications 
in the coming year. Former Chief Justice Conrad 
L. Mallett sat for his portrait earlier this year with 
Simmie Knox, a portrait artist from Washington, 
D.C. Watch your mailbox for an invitation to the 
dedication ceremony toward the end of this year. 
Society members receive exclusive invitations to 
these special sessions of the Court.

The vignette planned for this year’s Annual 
Membership Luncheon promises to be both 
interesting and timely. Professor Mark Hurwitz, a 
legal historian from Western Michigan University 
will present our historical look at judicial selection. 
Please join us to learn how the Michigan system 
evolved.

Finally, if you have an idea for the Society, please 
email me at cpickett@micourthistory.org or call 
(517) 373-7589. While I cannot guarantee that we 
will be able to implement every idea, I certainly 
enjoy hearing from you! 

Goals for the Year Ahead
Executive Director’s Report by Carrie Pickett

Pictured here with 2010 Law Student Prize winner  
Maria Jhai from the University of Michigan Law School 
and Secretary of the Board Carl Herstein. Awarding this 
prestigious prize to legal history scholars at all five state law 
schools is one of my goals for 2011.

Pictured here with Holly Garber, Deputy Circuit Court Clerk 
from Manistee, and her daughters Kendyll and Mattie. The 
Garber family visited the Supreme Court Learning Center last 
summer. The Society serves as fiduciary for the Learning Center.   
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The Care and Feeding of Portraits: Three Georges

Before and after photos of the portrait of 49th Justice George M. Clark (1919–1933). Note the paint loss on the lip of Justice 
Clark. While the repair to this canvas was fairly minor in scope, the effect is significant. This portrait was painted by Roy 
Gamble, who was a prolific painter of Michigan Supreme Court Justices of that era. 

Before and after photos of the portrait of 60th Justice George E. Bushnell (1934–1955). Also painted by Roy Gamble. 

The restoration of the portrait and frame of 12th Justice George Martin was more 
intensive. Martin served from 1851 until his death in 1867. He was the first Chief 
Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court and was succeeded by Thomas M. Cooley.  

         All photos in this section courtesy of Conservation and Museum Services.
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Around the HOJ
Justices of the Michigan Supreme Court

After a lengthy period of relative stability, the 
members of the Michigan Supreme Court have 

undertaken a judicial version of musical chairs in 
recent weeks. 

Justice Robert P. Young, Jr. was elected to his 
third term on the Court in November, and chosen 
by his peers to serve as the Chief Justice in January. 

Mary Beth Kelly, formerly Chief Judge of the 
Third Circuit in Wayne County, was also elected by 
the voters in November. She took the oath of office 
on January 1st of this year.

Justice Maura Corrigan (MSC 1999-2011) was 
appointed by newly-elected Governor Rick Snyder 
to lead the Department of Human Services in early 
January. Michigan Court of Appeals Judge Brian 
K. Zahra was appointed to replace her. He took the 
bench on January 14, 2011.

 Rounding out the Court are Justices Michael 
Cavanagh, Marilyn Kelly, Stephen Markman, and 
Diane Hathaway. 

Temporary Exhibit in the Learning Center

On January 21st, the Society was pleased to open 
a temporary exhibit in the Michigan Supreme 

Court Learning Center featuring Michigan’s County 
Courthouses. 

Author John Fedynsky provided the source  
material for the temporary exhibit, which runs 
through the end of March, from his encyclopedic 
book Michigan’s County Courthouses. 

The exhibit features both interior and exterior 
shots of six unique county courthouses: Alpena, 
Grand Traverse, Ingham, Lapeer, Marquette, and 
Midland Counties.

The book was published by the University of 
Michigan Press and can be purchased from their 
website, most bookstores, and online booksellers.

The Learning Center introduces the judicial branch 
of government to visitors of all ages. It is free and 
open to the public Monday through Friday. For  
questions, please contact Rachael L. Drenovsky, 
Learning Center Coordinator, at (517) 373-5027 or 
email drenovsky@courts.mi.gov. 

Chief Justice Robert P. Young, Jr. addresses those in atten-
dance at the exhibit opening of Michigan’s County Court-
houses in the Learning Center on January 21st. Also pictured 
are Justice Stephen Markman who wrote the foreword to the 
book on which the exhibit was based and author John Fedyn-
sky who signed copies of the book for those who attended the 
event. Photo courtesy of the State Bar of Michigan. 

Books of the Times...
Michigan Court of Appeals 
Judge William Whitbeck’s legal 
thriller, To Account for Murder, 
debuted in December. Published 
by the Permanent Press of Sag 
Harbor, New York, the novel 
fictionalizes the true crime  
murder of Michigan state sena-
tor Warren G. Hooper in 1945. 

The book can be purchased in most bookstores as 
well as from online booksellers such as Amazon 
and Barnes and Noble (bn.com). 
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New Member Incentive

Tell all of your 
friends! New 

Society members 
will receive the 
Michigan Supreme 
Court Historical 
Reference Guide 
with their paid 
membership. 
The Michigan 

Supreme Court 
Historical Refer-
ence Guide was 
first published 
by the Society in 

1998. It contains biographies of the first 100 justices 
of the Michigan Supreme Court as well as a factual 
chart of the courts by year, showing which justices 
served together.
Other publications from the Society include the 

Index to Special Sessions, made to look like an issue 
of the Michigan Reports. It contains transcripts of 
Special Sessions of the Court from 1988–2003. The 
book costs $35.00 and can be purchased from the 
Society by calling (517) 373-7589 or via our website 
at www.micourthistory.org/publications.php

Member Spotlight

James L. Ryan, 89th Justice 
of the Michigan Supreme 
Court, is the Society member 
we are featuring in this issue.

 Judge Ryan was appointed to 
the Michigan Supreme Court 
in 1975 by Governor Milliken 
to replace Justice John Swain-
son. He was subsequently 
re-elected in 1976 and 1978, 
serving ten years on the 
Court before his appointment 
by President Ronald Reagan 
to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit in 1985. 

Judge Ryan recently 
took “inactive status” 
from his federal  
judgeship. At right is 
a photo from the 

dedication of his  
court portrait on  
September 22, 2010. 

The official Michi-
gan Supreme Court 
portrait was painted 
by Joe Maniscalco 
and hangs in the 6th 
floor rotunda in the 
Hall of Justice. It was 
presented on March 
30, 1995.

Photo courtesy of Detroit Legal 
News.

2011 Society Member Contribution Form
 Please use this form if you would like to renew your annual membership or make an additional financial contribution
 to the Society for 2011. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization so all contributions are tax-deductible for federal
 income tax purposes. Thank you for your support!
 
 Name__________________________________________

 Address________________________________________

 City___________________ State________ ZIP________

 Phone_________________ Email___________________

 Please detach this form and mail to: Michigan Supreme  
 Court Historical Society, 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W.
 Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48915. 

 You may also fax it to (517) 373-7592.

Individual membership $100.00 
Advocates Guild membership $150.00
Corporate/Law Firm membership $1,000.00

TOTAL PAYMENT $ _____

Check Enclosed [   ]    Credit Card [   ]    
Circle one:  Visa   MasterCard   American Express

Name on card _______________________________

Account Number_____________________________

Exp. Date__________ CVV Code________

Signature ___________________________________
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Annual Membership Roster

Benefactor  
(Over $5,000)
Alan T. Ackerman, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, 1988
Patricia Hill Burnett, 2006
Avern L. Cohn, 1989
Lawrence P. Nolan, 1989
Richard D. Reed, 1989
Wallace D. Riley, 1988
Karla Scherer, 1988
Clifford W. Taylor, 1989
Emmet E. Tracy, Jr., 1997
Robert P. Young, Jr., 1999

Major Sponsor  
($2,500-$4,999)
Gerard J. Andree, 2001
Dennis W. Archer, 1988
Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., 1993
Hugh A. Carter, Jr., 2002
Mae E. Corrigan, 2002
Maura D. Corrigan, 1993
Dan Gemuend, 2002
George A. Googasian, 1989
Robert P. Griffin, 1988
J.C. Huizenga, 2002
John P. Jacobs, 1994
Charles L. Levin, 1988
Richard B. Poling, Jr., 2002
Charles R. Rutherford, 1990
David J. Sparrow, 1994
Rodger D. Young, 2002

Sponsor 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Louise Alderson, 2002
Lanie Anderson, 1995
Frederick M. Baker, Jr., 1998
Janet Callahan Barnes, 2001
Marjory Basile, 2002 
George J. Bedrosian, 1994
Robert A. Benson, 1997
Bryan M. Black, 1989
William D. Booth, 1990
Fred L. Borchard, 1995
Glen V. Borre, 1989
Patricia J. Boyle, 1993
Conrad A. Bradshaw, 2002
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley, 1988
Thomas E. Brennan, Jr., 1990
Bill & Laura Brickley, 2002

Anthony C. Buesser, 1989
Frederick G. Buesser, III, 1990
John F. Burns, 2001
Alfred M. Butzbaugh, 1989
Lawrence G. Campbell, 1999
Michael F. Cavanagh, 1988
Lawrence S. Charfoos, 2001
Karen Anne Chopra, 1998
David W. Christensen, 1995
William D. Cohan, 1993
John L. Collins, 1989
James Corden, 1989
John L. Coté, 1989
Thomas W. Cranmer, 1994
Martin L. Critchell, 1998
Sam Cucinella, 2001
Robert J. Danhof, 1989
Julia D. Darlow, 1989
Julius Denenberg, 1989
David L. Denn, 1989
Nancy J. Diehl, 2001
Eric E. Doster, 1998
Raymond H. Dresser, Jr., 2002
Eugene Driker, 1989
Patrick J. Duggan, 1993
Jan K. G. Dunn, 1993
Michael Ellis, 2000
Albert J. Engel, 1989
John Feikens, 1989
Lynn A. Feldhouse, 1995
Elaine Fieldman, 1997
Gerald A. Fisher, 1994
E. Thomas Fitzgerald, 1994
Paul V. Gadola, 1993
Miles C. Gerberding, 2001
Leonard D. Givens, 1994
Ronna Stevens Gold, 1993
Deborah L. Gordon, 1996
Thomas A. Gottschalk, 1995
Frank J. Greco, 2002
Roman S. Gribbs, 1996
Carl L. Gromek, 2004
Bruce M. Groom, 1989
Patrick E. Hackett, 1994
William P. Hampton, 1994
R. James Harvey, 1996
Michael M. Hathaway, 2001
Boyd A. Henderson, 1988
Carl W. Herstein, 2000
Mark R. High, 1995
Joseph N. Impastato, 1993
Charles W. Joiner, 1995

Ronald D. Keefe, 2002
Frank J. Kelley, 1993
Stephen M. Kelley, 1993
Marilyn J. Kelly, 1997
Cornelia G. Kennedy, 1990
Thomas G. Kienbaum, 1997
David A. King, 1997
Daniel N. King, 2002
John N. Kirkendall, 1989
D. Michael Kratchman, 1994
Robert S. Krause, 2001
John A. Krsul, Jr., 1989
Richard D. Kuhn, 2001
Helen M. Kuhnmuench,1993
Terri Lynn Land, 1996
Denise Langford Morris, 1995
Don LeDuc, 2000
George H. Lennon, 2002
Dean S. Lewis, 1989
Lawrence B. Lindemer, 1990
Benjamin H. Logan, II, 1989
John H. Logie, 1989
Thomas L. Ludington, 1995
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., 1992
Robert Maniscalco, 1996
Gerald Marcinkoski, 1996
Stephen J. Markman, 1999
Thomas C. Mayer, 1993
Stephen A. Mazurak, 2002
Samuel E. McCargo, 1989
Richard D. McLellan, 1995
Wendell A. Miles, 1989
Bruce A. Miller, 1994
James A. Mitchell, 1993
Emmit D. Moore, 1990
Christopher D. Morris, 1995
Eugene D. Mossner, 1990
Dennis C. Muchmore, 2002
Michael Murray, 2001
Robert Nitschke, 2000
Patrick J. O’Brien, 1993
John Corbett O’Meara, 1989
Christine D. Oldani, 1998
Roland L. Olzark, 1991
Alice McCann Osburn, 1994
Edward H. Pappas, 1994
William D. Parsley, 1997
William Patterson, 1989
Elizabeth M. Pezzetti, 1994
Dennis J. Pheney, 1994
David L. Porteous, 1992
Wendy L. Potts, 1994

Life Members
Kenneth E. Prather, 1990
Wayne F. Pratt, 1993
Clayton E. Preisel, 1989
Richard E. Rassel, 1994
John W. Reed, 1988 
Maureen Pulte Reilly, 1993
Linda K. Rexer, 2002
Douglas D. Roche, 1994
Rosalind Rochkind, 2001
John T. Rogers, 1994
Mary Massaron Ross, 1997
Larry S. Royster, 2002
James L. Ryan, 1993
Thomas Ryan, 2001
John F. Schaefer, 1996
Thomas R. Schultz, 1996
Alan E. Schwartz, 1996
Michael D. Schwartz, 1989
Betty Semrau, 1995
Walter Shapero, 2002
Erwin S. Simon, 1990
Louis A. Smith, 1993
George E. Snyder, 1989
Theodore St. Antoine, 2001
Harry S. Stark, 1994
Jo Ann C. Stevenson, 1993
N. Otto Stockmeyer, Jr., 1989
Nathaniel W. Stroup, 1997
Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 1994
Vesta Svenson, 1989
Maurice B. Townsend, Jr., 1994
Amanda Van Dussen, 1991
Robert G. Waddell, 1994
Eugene G. Wanger, 1995
Michael David Warren, 1993
Elizabeth A. Weaver, 1989
Richard D. Weber, 1989
Robert B. Webster, 1993
Janet K. Welch, 2000
William C. Whitbeck, 1997
Helene N. White, 1997
Richard E. Whitmer, 1994
J. Bryan Williams, 1989
Robert C. Williams, 1990
John M. Wright, 1988
Joan E. Young, 2002
Gilbert L. Ziegler, 1994
Eileen D. Zielesch, 2003
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Annual Membership Roster

Patron  
($500-$999)
John W. Allen, 2007
Don W. Atkins, 2004
Joseph T. Barberi, 2007
Henry Baskin, 2001
Timothy A. Baughman, 2007
Michael E. Baum, 2005
Michael Beale, 2007
Angela Bergman, 2001
Earl E. Borradaile, 2002
Megan Maher Brennan, 2001
Robert E. Bright, 2006
Scott S. Brinkmeyer, 2004
John J. Bursch, 2007
Evelyn Calogero, 2007
Carole L. Chiamp, 2001
Anita Comorski, 2007
Mark Cooney, 2007
Robert E. Edick, 2007
John M. Engler, 2006
Elias Escobedo, 2003
Julie I. Fershtman, 2002
Michael Gadola, 2002
Linda Garbarino, 2007
Jeffrey Gerish, 2007
James G. Gross, 2006
Michael Harrison, 2007
Raymond Henney, 2006
Joseph Hickey, 2007
Donald A. Hines, 2004
Kenneth N. Hylton, Sr., 2003
Phillip J. Kessler, 2004
Karen S. Kienbaum, 1999
Richard Kitch, 2004
William N. Kritselis, 2004
Barbara Menear, 2004
Mayer Morganroth, 2007
Mary T. Nemeth, 2006
Margaret Nichols, 2007
Lambro Niforos, 2003
John R. Nussbaumer, 2007
Julie McCann O’Connor, 2007
Jeffrey Paulsen, 2005
Cornelius P. Powell, 2006
Bridget Brown Powers, 2007
Patrick L. Rose, 1995
Maureen Rudel, 2007
Daniel J. Rust, 2007
William A. Sankbeil, 2001
Louis E. Simhauser, 2000
James W. Smith, 2002

Wayne Richard Smith, 2007
Webb A. Smith, 2008
Liisa R. Speaker, 2007
Guy L. Sweet, 2003
Brad Thompson, 2006
F. Martin Tieber, 2007
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr., 2007
James Vlasic, 2004
Michael G. Woodworth, 2007

Sustaining  
($250-$499)
Ernest Bazzana, 2007
Anthony F. Caffrey, III, 2007
Jeffrey Caminsky, 2007
Megan K. Cavanagh, 2007
Jennifer Clark, 2009
Bruce A. Courtade, 2010
Mark H. Cousens, 2008
Hilary Dullinger, 2007
Samuel Frederick, 2009
Kevin P. Fularczyk, 2007
Barry Gates, 2009
Gaëtan Gerville-Reaché, 2009
Dean M. Googasian, 2008
Jeffrey Haynes, 2007
Frederick Headen, 2007
Matthew C. Herstein, 2008
Robert Kamenec, 2007
Gary Kohut, 2008
Joseph Kozely, 2009
Richard Kraus, 2009
Jodi Latuszek, 2009
Scott Mandel, 2008
David McCreedy, 2007
Tom Meagher, 2008
Matthew T. Nelson, 2009
John P. Nicolucci, 2008
Randolph B. Osstyn, 2007
Frank Reynolds, 2009
Ronald Reynolds, 2007
Jason Sakis, 2009
Noreen Slank, 2008
Michael L. Stefani, 2007
Jeffery V. Stuckey, 2009
Jill M. Wheaton, 2007

Contributing  
($100-$249)
Anne Argiroff, 2009
Charles Barbieri, 2009

Annual Members

Mark R. Bendure, 2010
Thomas H. Blaske, 2009
Deborah Brouwer, 2010
John B. Bruff, 2010
John Cooper, 2010
Kevin S. Ernst, 2010
Monica Feltson, 2009
Barry Goodman, 2009
Mark Granzotto, 2009
James T. Heos, 2010
Steve Hicks, 2010
William G. Hyland, 2010
John Kamins, 2010
Paul A. Longton, 2010
Lori McAllister, 2010
Deborah Miela, 2009
H. Eliot Parnes, 2010
James Pfister, 2009
Barry R. Powers, 2009
Jesse Reiter, 2009
Eric Restuccia, 2009
George T. Sinas, 2009
Joanne Geha Swanson, 2010
Peter Tolley, 2010
Nathan Tounsel, 2010
Victor S. Valenti, 2010
Victoria A. Valentine, 2008
Danielle Walton, 2010
Maria Zagorski, 2010

Student
Charles Parker, II, 2010

*****

Please note that while the 
Society has made every  
effort to ensure the  
accuracy of this list, we 
would like to hear from  
you if there are any  
corrections to be made.  

Corporate 
Life Members

Over $10,000

Butzel Long
Clark Hill

Dykema Gossett
Foster Swift Collins & Smith

******

2010 Corporate  
Members

$1,000-$9,999

Dickinson Wright
Garan Lucow Miller

Jacobs & Diemer
Kienbaum Opperwall Hardy 

& Pelton
Plunkett Cooney

Tanoury Nauts McKinney & 
Garbarino

Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School

***
$250 -$999

Collins Einhorn Farrell & 
Ulanoff
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1st Floor, Hall of Justice
925 W. Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48915

Save the Date!
Please join the justices of the  

Michigan Supreme Court,  
past and present

for the  

 2011 Annual 
Membership Luncheon

 
Thursday, April 28, 2011 

11:30 a.m.
The Detroit Athletic Club

241 Madison Street
Detroit, Michigan 

Mission Statement
The Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation, collects, preserves, and displays documents, records, and 
memorabilia relating to the Michigan Supreme Court and the other Courts 
of Michigan, promotes the study of the history of Michigan’s courts, and 
seeks to increase public awareness of Michigan’s legal heritage.  The Society 
sponsors and conducts historical research,  provides speakers and educational 
materials for students, and sponsors and provides publications, portraits and 
memorials, special events, and projects consistent with its mission.

Founder:
Dorothy Comstock Riley

Officers:
Wallace D. Riley, President

Charles R. Rutherford, Vice President
Carl W. Herstein, Secretary

Lawrence P. Nolan, Treasurer
Directors:

Hon. Fred L. Borchard
Hon. Patricia J. Boyle
Hon. Alfred M. Butzbaugh
Hon. Avern L. Cohn
Bruce A. Courtade
Peter H. Ellsworth
Hon. Michael G. Harrison
Matthew C. Herstein
Ronald D. Keefe
Hon. Frank J. Kelley
John P. Jacobs

Society Update is published quarterly by the Michigan Supreme Court Historical 
Society.  Writing submissions, article ideas, news, and announcements are encouraged.  
Contact the Society at: 1st Floor Hall of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 
48915  Phone: (517) 373-7589 Fax: (517) 373-7592

Hon. Charles L. Levin
Hon. Denise Langford Morris
Michael Murray
John W. Reed
Richard D. Reed
Mary Massaron Ross
Hon. James L. Ryan
Stephen K. Valentine, Jr.
Janet K. Welch
Executive Director:
Carrie Pickett

E-mail  cpickett@micourthistory.org Website: www.micourthistory.org
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